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Institute of Human Relations - 165 East 56 Street, New York, N. Y. 10022 - PLaza 1-4000 + Cable Wishcom, New York 


June 8, 1966 


Rev. Andrew J. Young 
177 Chicamauga Place, S.W. 
Atlanta, Georgia 


Dear Reverand Young: 


I am pleased to invite you to participate in a le-day 
study mission to Israel as the guest of the American Jewish ~~ 
Committee. We have received a special grant to undertake this 
program in view of our experience in inter-group relations and 
our interest in cultural exchange. The donor is Mr. David Rose, 
a prominent industrialist, philanthropist and communal leader. 


We are also inviting Negro leaders in other communities 
throughout the country so that the delegation will represent a 
cross-section of American Negro leadership. Participation in the 
program will be limited to twelve persons, who will travel in 
three-separate groups.of four We believe that keeping the size 
of each group small will facilitate meaningful discussion and 
stimulating exchanges of views with Israel Government leaders and ; 
specialists in various fields. 


I should like to stress, however, that the Israel Govern- 
ment is neither sponsoring nor sharing in the expenses of this 
program. Moreover, there are no "strings" attached to this invita- 
tion and participants are under no obligation whatsoever to the 
American Jewish Committee. Our sole aim is to foster increased 
understanding, within the framework of our charter as a non-profit 
human relations organization. 


The Israel Government has promised its full cooperation 
to arrange meetings with its key officials and to enable delegation 
members to visit institutions and local programs of special interest. 
For example, Israel is grappling with immense problems resulting 
from the large-scale immigration of Jews from the developing 
countries of Asia and Africa. Israel's intensive efforts to bridge 


JACOB BLAUSTEIN, Honorary President ELY M. AARON, Chicago, Vice-President ue 


MORRAIS..B, ABRAM, President LOUIS GAPLAN, Honorary President MORTON K BLAUSTEIN, Baltimore, Vice-President 
RALPH FRIEDMAN, Chm, Executive Board HERBERT aie rue Honorary President 0. ROY CHALK, New York, Vice-President 

IRV jonorary Presiden 
PHILIP E, HOFFMAN, Chm., Board of Governors JOSEPH M. PROSKAUER, Honorary President HAROLD S. GOLDBERG, Boston, Vice-President 


JACK A. GOLDFARB, New York, Vice-President 


¥ t ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG, Honorary Vice-President 
NATHAN APE EEMAN: conte Baana/or Tiuaiees JOSEPH KLINGENSTEIN, Honorary Vice-President ANDREW GOODMAN, New York, Vice-President ; 
MAURICE GLINERT, Treasurer FRED LAZARUS, JR., fienorary Vice President | JACK GOREN, Dallas, Vice-President ; 
= siden 

ORIN LEHMAN, Secretary SAMUEL D_ LEIDESDORF, eee Eeondent™ DAVID LLOYD KREEGER, Washington, Vice-President | 

i WILLIAM ROSENWALD, Honorary Vice-President JOSEPH ROSS, Detroit, Vice-President é; ied 
ARTHUR D. LEIDESDORF, Associate Treasurer RALPH E SAMUEL, Honorary Vice-President MELVIN M. SWIG, San Francisco, Vice-President r 
JOHN SLAWSON, Executive Vice-President HORACE STERN, Honorary Vice-President ELMER L, WINTER, Milwaukee, Vice-President ‘ 





eager to engage in a frank and open discussion of the problems 
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the gap between the Western and Oriental segments of its 
population in the educational, economic and social fields may 
have special significance for those closely concerned with the 
problems facing the United States in providing equal opportunity 
for the Negro and other minority groups. Israeli leaders are 


of integration and acculturation, to point out their failures as 
well as their notable accomplishments, and to examine with you the 
common elements and unigue aspects of Israel's situation. I am 
confident that this challenging opportunity for a first-hand 
exchange of views will prove to be of mutual benefit. 


I sincerely hope that you will find it possible to take 
part in this study mission. Our tentative schedule calls for the 
departure of the first group from New York on October 9, 1966. The 
other groups are planned for November 13, 1966 and January er 1967s 
Each group will spend approximately twelve days in Israel. he 
American Jewish Committee will pay air transportation to and from 
Israel -- as well as transportation to New York for out-of-town 
participants, and all hotels, meals and travel expenses in Israel. 
Hach study mission will travel as a group and delegation members 
are expected to participate in all sessions of the organized pro- 
gram. Some free time will, of course, be included in the schedule. 


Unfortunately, available funds are not adequate to include 
wives, but members of the delegation are welcome to bring their 
spouses at their own expense. At the end of the twelve-day period 
in Israel, delegation members who do not wish to return directly to 
the United States may spend additional time in Israel or at European 
stopovers within the limits of their e2l-day excursion flight ticket, 
without additional air transportation cost. However, all other 
costs incurred during this optional additional time will be at the 
participant's own expense. Detils can be worked out with our 
travel agent handling the trip arrangements for us. 





I hope that you will find it possible to participate in 
this study mission. Please indicate your order of preference among 
the October, November and January dates. We will make reservations 
in order of receipt of acceptances. 


Mr. Charles Wittenstein of our Atlanta office will be in 
touch with you to provide additional information and to help you 
with arrangements as the program develops. 


Looking forward to your favorable se hee ee am, 
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IME: jm 30303 Honorary President Hi 


ee: Charles Wittenstein sian 


Gos IAT anal 





June 21, 1966 


Mr. Irving M. Engel 

The American Jewish Committee 
165 East 56th Street 

New York, New York 


Dear Mr. Engel: 

I was more thah pleased to receive your invitation to participate 
in the study mission to Israel as a guest of the American Jewish 
Committee. Please know that we here at the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference were more than happy to learn that the 
Jewish Committee sees the importance in this kind of international 
participation on the part of the American Negro which can be most 
benefitial to the civil rights struggle. I accept graciously. 

My preference for travel is November, first choice,or January. 


I am looking forward to this fruitful experience, I am 


Sincerelyyyours, 


Andrew J. Young 


AJY:es 
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August 15, 1966 


Pield Travel Service 
100 East 42nd Street 
New York 17, New York 


Attention: Mr. Rubenfeld 

Dear Mr. Rubenfeld: 

Pursuant to our telephone conversation of August 4 I talked with 
Rev. Young about the Israel trip. Rev. Young advised me that 
he graciously accepts the invitation. 

His failure to respond to your correspondence was due to a 
change in secretary. May I extend both our apologies for 

this delay. 

At your earliest convenience would you kindly forward travel ! 
arrangements for Rev. Young and whatever cost there would be 
to himfor his wife. 


Thank you for your consideration in this matter. 


Sincerely yours, 


(Miss) Gloria Fraction 
Secretary 








September 19, 1966 


Mr. Charles Wittenstein 
41 Exchange SW 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 
Dear M , Wittenstein: 


Enclosed please find a copy of the letter mailed to Fieid Travel 
Service on August 15, 


Thank you for your assistance, 


Sincerely yours, 


(Miss) Gloria Fraction 


gf 


ar oma | 








September 26, 1966 


The American Jewish Committee 
Institute of Human Relations 
165 East 56th Street 

New York, New York 


Attention: Mr, Irving M. Engel 
Dear M., Engel: 


Enclosed please find a copy of a letter sent to Field Travel Service 
this date. 


You will note from the letter that we have had no communication 
whatsoever about travel arrangements for Israel, Rev. Young is 
planning another trip out of the country around the last of October 
so you can see that it is very important to have some word from 
you, 


Thank you for any consideration you can give this matter, 


Sincerely yours, 


(Miss) Gloria Fraction 
Secretary to Rev. Young 











september 26, 1966 


Field Travel service 
100 Bast 42nd street 
New York, New York 


Attention: Mr. Rubenfeld 
Dear Mr. Rubenfeld: 


Since we have had no recent communication with you I thought I 
would drop you a line.to see if any additional arrangements have 
been made in regard to the Israel trip. The last word we had on 
the matter was by telephone about a month ago. I responded,of 
course to your inquima as to whether Rev. Young had planned on 
making the trip. In my letter I also wanted to know what cost 
there would be to Rev. Young to bring his wife. 


At present Rev. Young is planning another trip out of the couniry 
sometime around the latt of October, We would therefore apprec- 
fate it if all your arrangements could be finalized before his 
October trip. 


Any consideration that you might give this matter would be sin- 
ca@rely appreciated, 


Sincerely yours, 


(Miss) Gloria Fraction | 
Secretary 


cc The American JewishhCommittee 
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At... FIELD TRAVEL SERVICE INC. 





October 4, 1966 


Reverend Andrew J. Young 
Executive Director 

Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference 

334 Auburn Avenue, N.E. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 


Dear Rev. Young: 


It is now time to issue the airline tickets, 
for your November 14th departure to Israel. 

We would apprecfate hearing from you hy re= 
turn mail: 


(a) If you will be accompanied by 
your wife or will be travelling 
alone. 


(b) What cities you wish the ticket 
to include on your return and 
the dates in each city. 


I understand that your schedule must be hec- 
tic at this time of year but I would sincerely 
appreciate a note from you so that we can 
finalize arrangements for November 14. 


Please check your passport to be sure it is 
still valid and have your vaccination verified 
by your local board of health. No visas are 
needed. 







a 


Cordially, ay 
FIELD TRAVEL SERV 


sd pac 


d / 
President ; ee 





SR:sm 


100 EAST 42ND STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10017 YUKON 6-2770 
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Cable address: FIELDTRAVL 




















THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 


Institute of Human Relations * 165 East 56 Street, New York 22, N. Y. » PLaza 1-4000 » Cable Wishcom, New York 


Rev. Andrew J. Young 

ixecutive Director 

Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference 

534 Auburn Avenue, N.H. 

Atlanta, Ga. 30304 


Dear Reverend Young: 


fe October 10, 1966 





I am delighted to learn that you and Mrs. Young will 
definitely be participating in the November 14th Study Mission 


| to Israel. 


Our office in Israel is presently working out the 


detailed itinerary for your visit in conjunction with the 


Israel government. 


I would appreciate it if you could send me some bio- 
graphical material about yourself and your wife, so that we 
may help make your visit as productive as possible and bring 
you in touch with persons with similar areas of interest and 


professional concern. 


Also, if there are any institutions 


or activities in which you are especially interested, please 
let us know and we shall try to incorporate them within the 


program if possible. 


Under separate cover I am sending some background material 
about Israel and the Middle Hast which I believe you may find 


Sincerely yours, 


ge ee 
. : 
OO eet ED 2 


George E. Gruen 


Middle Bast Specialist 


interesting. 
Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance 
to you. 
eZ 
‘ Pd eo tw. 
GEG/hb 
cc: Charles f. Wittenstein 
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October 21, 1966 


The American Jewish Committee 
Institute of UPman Relations 
165 East $86 Street 

New York New York 


Attention: George E. Gruen 


Dear Mr, Gruen: 


Thank you for your letter of October 10. Pursuant to your request 
‘“enelosed please find a biographical sketch of Rev. Young. The 


following will give you some background on Jean Young. 


Received her BA Dag%ee at Manchester College in North 
Manchester, Indiana, Received her Masters Degree 
in Elementary Education at Queens College in North 
Manchester, Indiana, She also participated as a 
member of the Instructional staff at the Univ ersity 
of Georgla. She is quite active in working with the 
disadvantaged of pre school age. Presently she 
holds the position of lead kindergarden teacher with 
five other teachers Sailer her supervision, She is a 
member of the Nationa! Teacher Core, the National 
Educational Association and the Georgia Teacher 
Educational Association. 


You might refer to Rev. Young biographical sketch for 
additional information on Mrs, Young. 


We look forward to hearing from you in the near future. 


Sincerely yours, 


Gloria Fraction 
Secretary 


ce Charles F, Wittenstein 








October 21, 1966 


Mield Travel Service Inc 
100 East 42nd Street 
New York, New York 10017 


Attention: Mr, Sidney Rubenfeld 
Dear Mr, Rubenfeld: 


You will recall that I spoke with you on Wednesday of this week. 
At that time I informed you that Rev. Young would be able to 
leave with the group. Since that time we have had to alter 

our plans which means Rev, Young would not be able to leave 
until the 16th of November. Perhaps Rev. Young has contacted 
you already and advised you of the latest developments. If that 
is the case you can disregard my letter, 


My apologies go out to you for any inconvenience we may have 
caused. 


Thank you for your cooperation and patience in this matter. 


Sincerely yours, 


Gloria Fraction 
Secretary 
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Novemter 8, 1956 


Field Travel Service Inc. 

100 Bast 42nd Street 

New York, f ew York 16017 

Attention: Mr. sidney “ubenfeld 

Dear Vr. "ubenfeld: 

Pursuant to a conversation I had with your office t-is date enclosed 
please find a check in the amount of $565.20 to cover airline travel 
for my wife, Jean Young, to Israel. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 


Sincerely yours, 


Andrew J. Young 


of 


enc ~- check #486 














DATE: November 14 thru 25 (12 days), 1966 


PLACE: Israel 
Sponsored: The American Jewish Committee 


Institute of Human Relations, 165 East 56th Street 
New York 





Contact - IrvingM. Engel - New York 
Charles Wittenstein - Local -523-8451 


PURPOSE: Israeli leaders are eager to engage in a frank and open discussion 
of the problems of integration and acculturation, to point out their 
failures as well as their notable accomplishments, and to examine 
with you the common elements and unique aspects of Israel's 
situation. 


Israel's intensive efforts to bridge the gap between the Western 
and Oriental segments of its population in the educational, 
economic and social fields may have special significance for 
those #$# closely concerned with the problems facing the United 
States in providing equal opportunity for the Negro and other 
minority groups. 


Noite: Field Travel Service - Mr. Rubenfeld - making travel arrangements. 
100 East 42nd Street, New York — of l¢ E-RIPC 
4 
ut 


Briefing scheduled for 5:00 p.m. on November 14th at Institute of 
Human Relations - 165 East 56th Street, New York 


Delegation members will leave briefing session together. Important that 


you arrive on time. 
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%: ITINERARY ARRANGED FOR THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE - STUDY MISSION 





iesday 

ovember 15 Meeting on arrival at ped Aven er ta ns Spence through customs and transfer 
to the Sheraton Hotel¢ Tel Aviv’ 2-3 aa~* 
Dinner and overnight at the SHERATON HOTEL. 

sdnesday 


ovember 16 9:00 AM, Depart Tel Aviv ~ via Rishon-le-Zion - to Rechovoth, for a visit of 
the Weizmann Institute of Science, 


12:00, Sightseeing tour of Tel Aviv, including ancient Jaffa - visit and pass 
by points of interest in Tel Aviv city. 


Dinner with representatives of the American Jewish Committee, Mr. and Mrs. 
M. Yagupsky, 
Overnight at the SHERATON HOTEL, 


iurs day 

ovember 17 8:00 AM, Depart Tel Aviv - drive via Valley of Sharon - to Caesarea, visit 
excavations and ancient Roman port - continue to Haifa. 
11:30 AM, Visit the Marcus Secondary School, where you will meet the 
Commander of the School, 
Lunch, sb Se: iby a ae ah 
PM, Tour of the city of Haifa. er 


6:00 PM, Visit the Arab-Jewish Cultural Center "Palinsky", where you will 
be met by the Director, 
Dinner and overnight at the DAN CARMEL HOT 


(Mr, and Mrs, Andrew Young will arrive this evening, with TWA.840, and 
will be transferred to Haifa to join Mission). 


riday 
ovember 18 9:00 AM, Meeting with Mrs, Mina Ben-Zvi, Director of the Mt. Carmel 
International Training Center for Community Service. 


10:30 AM, Visit the Technion - Israel Institute of Technology. 
Lunch at your Hotel, 


PM, Visit Druze villages in vicinity of Haifa, 
Dinner and overnight at the DAN CARMEL HOTEL, 

aturday 

ovember 19 9:30 AM, Drive to Acre, visit bazaar, Mosque of Jezzar Pasha, and city walls 
- Kibbutz Lohamei Hagetaot, visit - to Nahariya, capital of the Western 
Galilee. 
Lunch at the Carlton Hotel, 


PM, Continue to Rosh Hanikra - drive back to Haifa. 
Dinner and overnight at the DAN CARMEL HOTEL, 


unday 2 

ovember 20 9:00 AM, Leave Haifa - (6 Nazareth, visit historical Christian Holy sites: 
Grotto of Annunciation, St. Joseph's Workshop, Mary's Well - continue via 
Cana of Galilee (miracle of the changing of water into wine). 


12:30 PM, Visit Kibbutz Lavi, Meet Mr, Mordechai Schechter, Secretary of 
the Kibbutz, 
Lunch at the Kibbutz, 


PM, Drive to Tiberias. Rest of day at leisure, 
Dinner and overnight at the GALEI KINNERETH HOTEL. .... 
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Monday 
November 21 


Tuesday 
November 22 


lednesday 
yvovember 23 


*hursday 
ovember 24 


4 
riday 
ovember 25 


aturday 
vember 26 







A,J.C. - STUDY MISSION 


10:30 AM, Boat excursion over Sea of Galilee to Ein Gev - return by car, 
passing the River Jordan, to your hotel, for lunch, 


PM. Drive along shores of the Sea of Galilee - to Tabgha, visit famous 
mosaics (miracle of the multiplication of loaves and fishes) - to Capernaum, 
with remains of ancient synagogue - visit Mt. of Beatitudes - continue to 
Almagor, visit - return to Tiberias, 

Dinner and overnight at the GALEI KINNERETH HOTEL, 





8:30 AM, Leave Tiberias - along foot of Mt, Tabor - Plain of Armageddon - 
Megiddo ~ caravan route of Wadi Ara - Ramla - Samson area - Road of Courage 
~ to Jerusalem, —~ 

unehs 





PM. City tour, including Israel Museum and Shrine of the Book with the 
Dead Sea Scrolls - Billy Rose Art Garden - to your hotel. 
Dinner and overnight at the KING DAVID HOTEL. 





9:00 AM, Meeting with Mr. Meir Avigad, Director, Department of Vocational 
& Technical Education, Ministry of Education and Culture. 


10:00 AM, Meeting with Mr, Peretz Harburger, Head, Department for Youth & 
Vocational Education, Ministry of Labor, 


1:00 PM, Lunch at Restaurant Hesse with Mr, Shlomo Argov, Deputy Director, 
American Division, and other officials, of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


PM, City tour, continued, including Mt, Herzl and the Yad Vashem Memorial - 
return to your hotel. 


Dinner and overnight at the KING DAVID HOTEL. 





9:30 AM. Visit of the Hebrew University campus. 


Drive through the Valley of Hinnom - ascend Mt. Zion, visit traditional tomb 
of King David and Room of the Last Supper, 
Lunch at your hotel. 


“Depart Jerusalem - via Lachish area ~ pass Bedouin tent encampments - 


eee 
"to Beersheba. 


inner with the Mayor of Beersheba, Mr. Eliahu Nawi and Mrs, Nawi. 
Overnight at the DESERT INN, 





8:30 AM, Visit High School "Gimmel", where you will be met by the Director. 


10:00 AM, Visit the "Tze'elim" Public School, where you will be met by the 
Director, 

Depart Beersheba to Arad, new Negev town, 

Lunch at Nof Arad, 


PM. Descend to Sodom and the Dead Sea - return to Beersheba, 
Dinner and overnight at the DESERT INN, 


9:00 AM, Short drive through Beersheba ~ continue_to-Ashkelon, the ancient 
Philistine city, with its excavations - Ashdod 6 tel Wave 3 
Luneh en route, = 

Dinner and overnight at the SHERATON HOTEL, 
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A.J»Ce = STUDY MISSION 


| 

1, 
12:00. Meeting with Mr, Akiva Eger, Director of the Afro-Asian Institute. 
Rest of day for individual activities or additional sightseeing. 


Lunch, dinner and overnight at the SHERATON HOTEL. 
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onday 
ovember 28 Transfer from your hotel to Lod Airport, in time for your departure. : 
i 
La 
SHALOM hs 
ie 
wok kok ok ds Re 
Note: Adjustments of this program are possible, as additional meetings might be 
arranged, 
rrection: 
anesday 
verber 23 12:00, Visit the Hebrew University. Meet Professor Zwi Werblowsky, 


Dean of the Faculty of Humanities and Professor of Comparative Religion. 
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DONALD E CLARK December 14, 1966 


Airmail 


“QEC 16 1966 


Dr. Andrew J. Young 

Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
334 Auburn Ave., N.E. 

Atlanta, Ga. 30303 


Dear Dr. Young: 


Thanks very much for your letter of December 12. Naturally, 
I am pleased to learn that the trip worked out so well from 
your standpoint. You will be interested -- and no doubt 
pleased -- to hear that your delegation made an equally 
favorable impression on the people in Israel with whom you 
came in contact. 


I am sorry I did not get to meet your delegation, but hope 
to have an opportunity to do so with the next delegation 
scheduled to leave in January. 


With warmest regards and best wishes, 


Sincerely, “ 


a 


wa M. Engel 
casts FRO tics 


amen 


P.S. In May, 1965, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. accepted an 
invitation to go to Israel as a guest of the Israeli Government 
under the sponsorship of the American Jewish Committee. Thus 

far, however, he has not been able to take out the time to make 
this trip. Perhaps if you reported to him on your experiences 

in Israel he might make a special effort to accept the invitation. 


I.M.E, 
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MAXIMO G YAGUPSKY 
THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 


ISRAEL OFFICE INSTITUTE OF HUMAN RELATIONS 
2 Hashoftim St, Tel Aviv 165 EAST 56th STREET 
Telephone 23-5520 NEW YORK 22, N Y, USA 
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December 12, 1966 


Dr. & Mrs. Vicken Kalbian 
Augusta Victoria Hospital 
Jerusalem, Jordan 

Dear Br. & Mrs. Kalbian: 


We certainly enjoy the evening we spent with you in the home of 
Mr. Nazzal. Your view of the Palestine situation was most helpful. 


Dr. King asked to be remembered to you, He still speaks of the 
wonderful way in which you cared for him in his illness there. 


I look forward to seeing you next year. 


Sincerely, 


Andrew J. Young 


gf 











December 12, 1966 


Mr. John Kapioltas 
General Manager 
Sheraton-Tel-Aviv Hotel 
Tel Aviv, Israel 


Dear Mr. Kapioltas: 


We certainly appreciated the reception you provided for us in 
Tel Aviv. We look forward to our return next year with 
Dr. King. 


Sincerely, 


Andrew J. Young 


gf 





December 12, 1966 


Me. & Mrs. Sami Sawalha 
Palace Hotel 

P, ©, Box 143 

Jerusalem, Jordan 


Dear Ann and Sami: 

The time that we spent together was one of the best experiences of 

our trip. We certainly appreciate your hospitality and look forward 

to our return with Dr, King. 

Right now we are a bit anxious over the offer of Syria to arm 

Jordanians against King Hussien, but I am hoping that this is 

more talk than action. I assume that if Syria were really serious 

in their threats they would attack Israel themselves. | 


Thanks again for your splendid insights into this situation. See 
you again I'm sure. 


Sincerely, 


Jean & Andy Young 


of 














December 12, 1956 


Mir. Nelson Melamed 

Hellenic Tours 

3 Stadium Street 

Athens, Greece 

Dear Mr. Melamed: 

My wife and I would like to thank you for your splendid hospitality in 
Athens, We certainly didn't expect the pleasure of your company 

for so much of the time. 


Our night on the town was a truly delightful experience. Please express 
our appreciation to your wife. 


I look forward to our return to Athens next year with Dr. King. 


Sincerely yours, 


Andrew J. Young 


gi 
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December 12, 1966 


Mr. Kopel Rosenberg 

Kopel Tours 

4 Tshernichovsky, Street 

Tel Aviv, Israel 

Dear Mr, Rosenberg: 

It was a pleasure getting to meet you. I have assured Dr. King that 
the Israel portion of his pilgrimage will be in most eompetent hands. 
Right now he is a bit concerned about the Jordanian situation. 1! 
hone that thiggs quiet down soon, 


We'll be keeping in touch with you. Right now, we have lots of 
work to do on this end. 


Thanks again, 


Sincerely yours, 


Andrew J. Young 


gi 
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December 12, 1966 


Mr. 8, Pessah 

El Al Israel Airlines 
8 Othonog Street 
Athens, Greece 
Dear Mr. Pessah: 


Thakks ever so much for the special assistance you gave to me 
and my wife on our visit to Greece. 


We look forward to our return next year with Dr. King, 


Sincerely yours, 


Andrew J, Young 


gf 





December 12, 1966 ; 


Mr, Maximo G, Yagupsky 

The American Jewish Committee 
2 Hashoftim Street 

Tel Aviv, Israel 


Dear Mr. Yagupsky: 


The visit tw Israel was truly one of the outstanding two weeks of my 
life, The involvement in the ancient and contemporary events of that 
part of the world helped many things to come Into focus for me. It 
seemed that this was a fitting climax for my theological and historical 
study of the past ten years as well as for my work in civil rights. 
Everything was wonderful and Jean and I would like to thank you for 
helping to make it so. 


I would also like to say how impressed I was with our guide. He was 

a delightful companion who constantly supplied us with information 

about every facet of the land and the past. , 
One or two suggestions that I would Mike to make for the next group 

would be to spend a night in a kibbutz and to set up one or two more 

informal, social gatherings with people in un-official capacity. But 

in wpite of these additions, I would not change anything we did. 

Please give my best wishes to Mrs. Yagupsky. 


Sincerely yours, 


Andrew J. Young 


gf 











December 12, 1956 


Mr. Irving b'. Bagel 

The American Jewish Committee 
Institue of Human Relations 
165 East 56th Street 

liaw York, New York 


Dear Mr. Engel: 


Our trip to Israel was truly a wonderful experience. Soth my wife and 
I were fascinated by the creative social planning and rapid develop- 
ment of the country. We were given a royal welcome everywhere we 
went, 


The tour was certainly well handled by Mr. Yagupsky and the travel 
agent, I feel that I got tot a broad and intensive view of past and 
present Israel. I also found that reading Mictener's, The Source at 
Mr. Wittenstein's recommendation helped me to pull together years of 
disconnected study of the history of Israel and its religious and cul- 
tural contribution to Western Civilization, 


Iam sure that this will continue to te an inspiration to me in my work 
with SCLC. In fact, Iam already thinking of some Urban American 
variation of the Kibbutz as a means of approaching some of the prolkems 
of our lérthern cities, But most of all, there is a spirit in Israel which 
we saw in Mr. Gon Gurion, in the Mayor of Be‘'er~Sheba, in our guide 

as well as in the Kibbutz which I tuink is most relevant to the challenging 
time in which we live. To share in this enthusiasm to overcome the 
world with all of its natural, poligical and social complexities was 
certainly a valuable experience, 


Sincerely yours, 


Andrew J. Young 


gf 
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Decemver 13, 1966 


Vr, Hannah Nazzal 
Terra Sancta fourist Co. 
P.O, os 149 

Jerusalem ,;ordan 


Dear Air, Nazezal: 


The evening in your home in Jerusalem was certainly one of the most infor- 
mative and antertaining experiences of my two week trip. Jean and I Lot: 
agree that you are a most wonderful host and your wife and daughter two 
charming hostesses. 


jordan was also an inspiration. Even the demonstration in bethleahem was 

a good experience. [t helped me see that demonstrations in Jordan are not 
unlike our own in the United States and made it possible to do a better jol. 
of interpretation to Dr. King of the situation there, Of course your queLis 

gave us a good courgse in Middle East politics also. 


We are looking forward to our teturn next year. I was impressed with the 
facilities there in Jordan and your unquestioned ability to handle as large 
a tour as we can put together. Now the job is for us to get things organ- 
ized on this end. 


The news coverage of events in Jordan in going to make it difficult for us 
to get underway, Everyday Mr. Shukiery of the Syrian Government is 
quoted in some attack on King Hussien. This certainly keeps people 
thinking that there may be some overthrow of the government at any 
moment. This is hardly the atmosphere to be promoting a tour. ilowever, 
we probably will not begin until the first of the year, and perhaps by 

that time things will have calmed down a bit, 


Let me again express my appreciation for your wonderful hospitality. i 


Sincerely yours, 


Andrew J. Young i 
E 
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Our ref. No. Tel-Aviv, 18th December, 1966 


Your ref. No. 


Rev. Dr. J. Young, 
Executive Director, 
nt Southern Christian Leadership Confereme, 


f %, 33 Auburn Ave, N.E. 
: ; Atlanta, Georzia 30303, 
2 & Sm cima 

x 


Ca 
Yom rraver® 


Dear Rev. Young, 


I have received your letter dated December 12th 
for which I thank you, and have noted that you have discussed 
matters with Dr, King. 


I am grateful to you that you have taken the 
responsibility of entrusting me with the privilege of fulfilling 
the Israel portion of this distinguished Convention, and wish 
to assure you that no effort will be spared by myself and staff 
to make this the best Convention ever to be held here, 





We are looking forward very much to welcoming your 
5000 members in Israel and wish you Vood Luck, 


rk ley, 
ROT I also take this opportunity of wishing Mrs. Young 
estate and yourself a Very Happy Christmas and a bountiful New Year, 
AVEL W 


Yours sincerely, 
KOPEL TOURS and TRAVEL LTD, 





Kk/rs 
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Mr. Andrew J. Young, Executive Director 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
334 Auburn Ave., N.E. 

Atlanta, Georgia 30303 

U.S.A. 


Dear Mr. Young, 


Your letter dated 13 Dec 66 has just arrived and 
it seems that it went by Sea Mail as it reached 
Amman, Jordan, only on 9 Feb 67, for which I thank 
you very much. 


It was a great pleasure for us to have you and Jean 
at our home and an honour to have you both sit at 
our table. This means to us a close friendship. 


Mr. Young, I avail myself of this opportunity to 
assure you that all that is publicized or quoted by 
Mr. Shukeiry, does not have any effect on this 
country as we know his past and what he is intending. 


Your have been convinced by yourself by the demonstration 
which took place in Bethlehem as you mentioned in your 
letter that the people were clamouring to be armed and 
fight against the attack which others have made on us. 
But our king and the government is keen and have 
everything in hamd as they know what will be the result 
and that is why they are keeping the order in this 
country. Everyone realizes that the king's policy is 
wise and we all accept and enjoy this policy, and the 
future will prove that this is the right policy. 


You know, Mr. Young, that the situation in Jordan is 
one of the most peaceful in the Middle East and 
certainly, I can assure you, that the November visit 
of your people into Jordan will be a most memorable 
experience for your community. 


You must know also, that Jordan is preparing a large 
program for 1967 as the Year of Tourism, which is the 
passport of peace. 


I had the visit of Miss Fortson and I have made 
arrangements for the airlines to transport the people 
out of Athens to Jordan with no difficulties. I 

hope that she has already passed the report to you. 


Iloping to hear again from you. My best regards to 
Mrs. Young and to the leader of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, Dr. Martin buther King. 


Yours very sincerely, 


HIN/nm 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 


REPORT FROM ISRAEL 


January, 1967 


NOTE: The following report is sent regularly 
to the American Jewish Committee by an 
Israeli observer of affairs in that 
country. His comments do not neces- 
sarily reflect the views of the AJC. 


The progress of the State of Israel has been likened to a 
journey by railroad: For 18 years, the Israeli train has been 
travelling over hill and dale, sometimes climbing up steep mountains, 
at others descending into green and pleasant valleys. At times, the 
climb seemed too difficult to make, yet it was accomplished; at 
others, the train seemed almost to be plunging down into the plains. 
The Israeli train is now going through a tunnel, and the expectation 
is that 1t will soon emerge again into bright sunshine. At this 
moment, however, the train is in a dark and confined space, and the 
daylight is still but a small spot in the distance. In this tunnel 
there is a lot of noise from the clatter of the rails and the rumbl- 
ing of the cars, and at times the steam of the engine blows into 
the cars. Sometimes the speed of the train jerks the traveller from 
side to side and he becomes bewildered and shaken. At such moments 
he asks himself whether the motorman is in control and whether he 
sees the signals ahead, 


Such have been the feelings, thoughts and anxieties of Israelis 
in recent months. Beset by problems on all sides, they jog along 
on their train, confident that in the end it will reach the chosen 
destination. Meanwhile the journey continues, despite the momentary 
discomforts. 


The political situation in and around Israel is very difficult 
at this time. The only source of consolation is that the Arab states, 
Israel's sworn enemies, have their own difficulties, which are com- 
pounded by their disunity. Beyond their basic agreement on the 
desirability of destroying Israel, they are divided both as to the 
timing and methods required to eliminate the Jewish state. Syria | 
wants to attack right away, while Egypt, which is preoccupied with 
other problems, presses for postponement to an indefinite date. 
Syria would like to launch a full-scale invasion, but being unpre- 
pared for this, she will support guerrilla attacks on Israel by 
saboteurs. Egypt will not do either of these at the present time 
for fear that this would force her into a direct military confron- 
tation with Israel, 


(over) 











Hussein's King Hussein of Jordan stands,midway between Syria 
dilemma. and Egypt. His position vis-a-vis Israel is clear. 


He does not want any military involvement with 

Israel, because he is internally too weak to face 
such an adventure, and because he has too long an open border with 
Israel. It is difficult for Hussein to maintain a moderate position | 
in the face of incitement from his Arab neighbors outside and the | 
impatient and intemperate Palestinian refugees within. ; 


Hussein's skill and courage are being sorely tested, because 
both the Syrians and refugee elements have decided to take action 
now. Even though the Russians have lately done their best to hold 
back the Syrians from a military attack on Israel, they have not re- 
strained them from trying to overthrow Hussein. The Russians see 
in King Hussein a "reactionary" monarch, supported by Western 
"imperialist" money and arms. So he is a suitable target for them. 
The Syrians-have declared that they want to see Hussein deposed, and 
they have put their declaration into deeds. They are training sever- 
al hundred anti-Jordan guerrillas along the Syrian-Jordan frontier, 
and have sent them on sabotage raids across the border into Jordan. 
Many of them have been caught and have been put into a Jordanian 
detention camp. 


Nasser and The Arab refugees in Jordan live mainly off the 
Shukairy. encouragement which they get daily from radio 


broadcasts from Cairo, in which Ahmad Shukairy, 

leader of the Palestine Liberation Organization, 
sereams for the murder of Hussein. Shukairy's slogan is that "the 
way into Israel leads through Jordan". Hussein is hard put to 
counteract Shukairy's propaganda, and to keep tempers in Jordan cool. 
As recent demonstrations show, he does not always succeed, 


Where does Nasser stand in this? He appears undecided. Obvi- 
ously he allows Shukairy to attack Hussein by propaganda from Cairo. 
He has also allowed Shukairy to train a "Palestine Liberation Army" 
in Gaza and the Sinai Peninsula. But does he really want Hussein 
deposed? So far Nasser has been careful not to do anything to oust 
Hussein from his throne. He may now be changing his attitude, es- 
pecially if Shukairy goes over to more aggressive tactics, and if 
these seem to pay off. Shukairy wants to create a Palestine govern- 
ment-in-exile in Gaza. If Nasser permits this, Hussein's prestige 
will be in danger. 


In December, the military chiefs of the Arab states met twice 
and recommended that Arab troops from various countries be stationed | 
in Jordan, so as to "protect Jordan against Israel." But Hussein | 
will have none of this protection, He wants no Trojan horse in his i 
country, for he fears that foreign Arab armies, once stationed on 4 
his soil, would first undermine his own army, then overthrow and i 
probably assassinate him, and finally turn over the Kingdom of Jordan : 
either to the rule of Shukairy and the refugees, or else divide it H 
among themselves. Hussein's refusal to allow other Arab troops to it 
enter Jordan has caused very bad blood between him and the other i 
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states, except Saudi Arabia, which is on Hussein's side. In fact, 
relations between Jordan and Syria, Egypt and Iraq are now as bad 

as they are between those countries and Israel. Indeed, Arab propa- 
gandists in those countries call King Hussein a traitor who is in 
league with Israel, 


Since Hussein has refused to have foreign Arab troops, Ahmad 
Shukairy has announced that he will send his own Arab refugee 
guerilla fighters into Jordan subversively and surreptitiously. 
There is reason to believe that he has already started to do so. 
Early in January, bomb explosions were set off near government 
buildings in Amman and other Jordanian cities, probably as a pre- 
lude to larger forms of internal attack on Hussein's regime. The 
aim is clear. Shukairy wants to remove Hussein from his throne, 
so that he can then start an attack on Israel from Jordan. So 
Hussein is once again fighting for his throne, and in a sense also 
fighting for peace and stability in this area, It is his opponents 
who want war. 


Danger of War? Herein lies the present danger to peace in the 
Middle East. There is little danger that the 
Arab states would be able to conquer Israel, 
much as they may delude themselves about victory. Israel is now 
Stronger militarily than she ever has been, while the Arabs are no 
more united that they were when they were defeated by Israel in 1948. 


The key to war lies with Egypt. Will President Gamal Abdel 
Nasser be drawn into more aggressive action against King Hussein by 
the tactics of Shukairy? Moshe Dayan, one of Israel's foremost 
military experts, thinks that Nasser will not, for he is waiting to 
achieve superiority over Israel in air power. If this is so, it is 
a bad omen that he is now reportedly getting from the Russians a 
complete missile system. He is also beginning to build jet aircraft 
in Egypt, in a joint venture with India, with the help of German and 
Austrian specialists. Dayan thinks that none of the Arab states, 
except perhaps Syria, wants real war now. The question then is 
whether Nasser will let Shukairy do the job for him of deposing 
Hussein through subversion. He may be calculating that if Shukairy 
Should succeed, then Nasser would gain some measure of control in- 
Side Jordan. 


What are the chances of Hussein surviving the increasingly 
frequent and vicious attacks on his government and on his person? 
On the one hand, it should be pointed out that Hussein has gained | 
much experience in dealing with subversion during the 14 years of | , 
his reign, and has successfully weathered a succession of threats 
to his throne. On the other hand, one must recall that his grand- 
father, King Abdullah, was struck down by an assassin's bullet. a 
Should Hussein suffer a similar fate, it would probably mark the a 
end of the Hashemite Kingdom. ‘ 


(over) 
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Western and The western powers are of course doing every- 
Israeli reaction. thing possible to bolster Hussein's regime. 
They are rushing new free arms to him by air- 
lift. But can they stop Arab subversive ac- 
tivities? Can they stop assassins? A combination of Shukairy's 
underground supporters and Syrian-based saboteurs may in the long 
run prove too much of a match even for courageous Hussein. 


What will happen then? Israel has made it clear that she 
will closely watch the new arms supplies to Hussein to see that 
they do not upset the present balance of arms. Moreover, Israel 
has repeatedly declared that she will not tolerate any significant 
change in the military forces of this area. If foreign troops move 
into Jordan, Israel may be forced to act. What she will do is not 
certain and will depend on the size of the forces and whether they 
are friendly to Hussein or not. But she will most definitely not 
tolerate Egyptian or Iraqi regular troops in Jerusalem or any other 
border area. Therein lies the second source of danger to peace. 


What are the comparative forces, should matters come to a 
Showdown? According to Hanson Baldwin, military expert of The New 
York Times, Israel has 450 operative aircraft. Egypt has 500, and 
there are another 100 in Syria and Jordan. Egypt has 1,200 tanks 
and mobile guns, Israel has between 600 and 800. According to 
military experts the numerical superiority of the Arabs is not de- 
cisive, however, because Egypt has part of her forces tied down in 
Yemen, and because Arab supply lines would be long and tenuous, 
whereas Israel's would be short and centrally located. Israel also 
has more expert leadership, higher morale and more initiative. Her 
forces are effectively unified, while the Arab unified command is 
still largely on paper. 


Leadership The rapidly deteriorating situation in the Arab 
of Eshkol. world has given cause for concern in Israel. 


The public is asking whether the present Israel 

government, under Prime Minister Levi Eshkol, 
will be able to handle the situation. The government is regarded 
as a weak administration, divided on many issues. With regard to 
defense, the left-wing Mapam wants no strong reaction to Arab ad- 
venturism,. Mr. Eshkol himself, though formerly regarded as a more 
peaceful man than his predecessor, has now admitted that he has 
found no response to the Arab provocations different from that used 
by preceding Israel governments. He patiently tried new ways, he 
said, but in the face of Arab hostility had to fall back on the old 
hard line of determined strength and retaliatory force in the face 
of attack. On the other hand, the government failed to explain its 


actions adequately, and thus left the people wninformed and confused. 


Confusion over the government's policy has also been seen in 
other fields. Many persons are asking whether it is the government 
which makes economic policy or whether economic facts push the govern- 
ment along. All in all, this has led to a credibility gap. There 
is at this moment a lack of trust between the government and the 
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public, and deep disapproval of most government actions by the 
public. This has caused a lowering of public morale, a raking up 
of public scandals, and a series of whispering eampaigns of all 
sorts. In the end, it has set in motion a wave of sick humor, of 
which the government is the principal object. 


The leadership has taken strong objection to all this. The 
minister of justice has called the rumors "nothing but dirt and 
hurt." Mrs. Golda Meir, former Foreign Minister and now Mapai party 
secretary, and Mr. Eshkol attribute the disparaging jokes to Ben- 
Gurion's Rafi party, calling the campaign "a foul way of attacking 
the government by ridicule." However, it is the government itself 
that is most to blame for its failure to defend its actions con- 
vineingly, and for the signs of weakness and division. 


Changes in In view of this crisis at the top, several ministers 
Government? and newspapers have suggested reforming the govern- 


ment or enlarging it. Mapai, however, has turned 

down all suggestion of reform or enlargement. Things 
remain precisely as they were. In some quarters the suggestion had 
been made that Yigal Allon, present minister of labor, should suc- 
ceed Levi Eshkol as prime minister. Yet he is not of Mapai, but of 
Ahdut Avoda. Another suggestion that has been advanced is to change 
the present political alignment of these two parties into a formal 
merger, so that Allon would sooner qualify for the premiership. 
Rafi, on the other hand, has called for new elections. Alternatively, 
Rafi is ready to form an opposition bloe with Gahal, the right-wing 
Herut-Liberal coalition. If there were to be early elections, they 
probably would not change much, for previous voting patterns have 
Shown that Israelis by and large are traditional voters. The large 
majority stay loyal to their parties. It is this lack of change in 
the political spectrum which fills so many Israelis with a sense of 
frustration. 


People complain. What 1s it that people here grumble about? They 
feel the pinch of the economic slowdown and the 
high rates of income tax. They also complain 

about the apparent lack of leadership and of clear policies to 

get them out of the present situation. Take unemployment. Nobody 

knows how extensive it is, for there seem to be no agreed ways of 

measuring it in this country. The fact is that thousands of people 
are out of work, and others have had their earnings curtailed. The 

Question now is whether there should be unemployment relief. It 

does not yet exist in Israel. Some fear that unemployment relief 

would encourage idleness, but others say that it is a necessary 
measure to insure the worker against the inhuman hardships created 
by cold, impersonal, economic forces, 


The larger question, however, is how to overcome unemployment. 
The government had meant to channel redundant labor into export in- 
dustries, but these cannot absorb it all. True, exports have gone 
up by 17 per cent and the trade gap is narrowing, but if unemploy- 
ment is the price of export drives, is it really worth it? The 
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answer will depend on whether increased efficiency and productivity 
will create additional markets for new factories which will be able 
to absorb the unemployed. 


The government declared that it would hold the line on wages. 
It is now departing from this policy, and will make some wage con- 
cessions to labor in 1967. Industry cannot grant these increases, 
even if they are small. The public thinks it is unjust to raise 
wages when production is in poor shape, but the present labor govern- 
ment finds it hard to resist labor pressure. 


The 'Brain Drain’. All this has found an echo in a certain amount 
of emigration from Israel. It is said that 
emigration last year nearly equalled immigra- 

tion. This is a bad state of affairs. Among the roughly 10,000 

emigrants, there have been professional men and technical experts. 

This hurts all the more. A lot is being said and written about this 

emigration, which is mainly going to Canada and the United States. 

Very little is being done, however, to stop it. Some maintain that 

a certain amount of emigration normally accompanies any wave of 

immigration to a new country and they cite statistics from Australia 

and other countries. Others, however, see in the emigration not 

only signs of disappointment or inability to become adjusted to life 

in Israel. They see a lack of dedication and a waning of the pioneer- 
ing spirit in the departure of academically qualified younger people, 
including native-born Israelis, in search of greener pastures abroad. 

This problem of the "brain drain" of scientists and other skilled 

persons plagues most developing countries: the well trained, es- 

pecially the scientists, are lured away by better pay elsewhere. 

Israel has proven to be no exception, and in times of economic re- 

cession this problem increases. 


Economic Troubles. In contrast to earlier years when defense was 
the main concern, the public feels secure des- 
pite the threats of hostile Arab neighbors, 

It is the economic crisis, officially referred to as "economic 

moderation," which today worries people in Israel. No wonder there- 

fore that the new budget was received with great interest. The 
actual figures in the budget are not as significant as the trends 
which it portrays. Government expenditure has been kept to the 
previous year’s level, so as to further "cool off" the economy. 

The Gross National Product is expected to rise by five percent, 

which is below the average in recent years. There is doubt whether 

this goal will be achieved, if unemployment continues and industry 
works at a reduced pace. The government hopes that the public will 
put more of its money into savings, but this depends largely on 
public confidence in the leadership and in the inherent strength of 
the economy. 


The year 1967 will show whether the government's economic 
policy will really work. If the labor parties have their way and 
wages are raised, this will lead to renewed inflation, with the end 
result that by 1968 the currency will have to be devalued again. 
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However, if wages are held back and prices are maintained, the ex- 
port drive has a chance of success. The government also intends to 
encourage exports by direct subsidy, which at present is a variable 
cash grant, which goes up to eight percent of the value of the goods 
exported, for items with a high component of domestically "added 


value." 
Citrus Export But Israel's export drive has faced serious dif- 
and Tourism, ficulties. Israel's two main foreign currency 


earners today are oranges and tourism. Both 

have suffered badly in recent months. In the 
citrus industry the season started with a labor dispute over work 
norms, which caused delays in shipping to Europe. By the time 
Israel's fruit arrived abroad, large quantities of Spanish and 
Moroccan oranges were ready for market and provided serious compe- 
tition to Israeli produce. As a result prices have gone down, 


In the tourist industry things are even worse. The winter 
tourist season was hurt by a combination of three factors: The 
border incidents scared away some potential visitors. The British 
austerity program, which imposed restrictions on the amount of 

money travellers can take with them, lessened the flow of British 
tourists to Israel. And, last but not least, the continued refusal 
of Israel authorities to allow charter flights to Lydda meant that 
Scandinavians and others seeking an inexpensive vacation in the sun 
went to other Mediterranean countries rather than Israel. The hard 
hit hotels have complained about the relatively expensive airline 
flights to Israel, while the airlines, most of which would welcome 
charter flights, retorted that Israel's hotels are too expensive. 
Minister of Tourism Moshe Kol has demanded both cheaper flights and ! 
charter flights, but EL Al, Israel's national airline, still opposes 
charter flights. Minister of Transport Moshe Carmel has been caught 
in the middle. While the government wavered, the pleasant winter 
sun of Israel shone on white beaches without tourists. <A compromise 
solution now being worked out will continue to bar charter flights, 
but will make significant cuts in the rates for group flights and 
will also offer inexpensive combined flight, hotel and sightseeing 
packages. 


Eilat. One increasingly important tourist attraction 
has been the port of Hilat, the town on Israel's 
southernmost tip blessed with eternal sunshine. 

The town planners have been faced with a dilemma created by the 
conflicting demands of industrial development and tourism. Since 
most of Israel's oil comes via Eilat harbor, the gateway to the Red 

Sea and the Persian Gulf, a small oil refinery was to be set up on 

the ocean front. This would have ruined the marine landscape of 

this coastal resort, and caused a lot of dirt and smog. The govern- 

ment was asked to choose between the industrial planners and the 

tourism promotors, and decided in favor of tourism. Eilat will re- 

main a clean sea resort after all. 
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Death and Taxes, People everywhere complain about taxes, but in 
Israel they seem to complain more, Sometimes 
the complaints are exaggerated. It has lately 

become somewhat fashionable to blame a person's death on the in- 

come tax. In Jaffa, a craftsman committed suicide and left a note 
saying he was ending his life because of the unbearable income tax. 

In Jerusalem, a man died of heart failure, and next day another 

came forward and said the dead man had previously told him he had 

a premonition that he would die "because of income tax." Grumbling 

aside, statistics show that the small wage earner bears a high and 

growing share of the income tax burden. In the 1966 fiscal year, 

39 percent of all revenue from income tax came from salaried em- 

ployees. The forecast for 1967 is a rise to 44 percent. This in- 

crease in the role of wage earners as a source of revenue indicates 
that under present economic pressures private business is declining, 
and with it the number of self-employed. 


Kibbutz Industry. Many kibbutzim would like to vary their agricul- 
tural life by going into industry, as some of 
them have done already, with considerable suc- 

cess. About 20 kibbutzim are now interested in serious industrial 

projects, and find the present moment a good time to make bids to 

take over existing firms. This may save some of the weaker enter- 
prises from closing down. The existing kibbutz industrial enter- 

prises already cover a wide range of products, including plywood, 

dry-goods, plastics, canning, irrigation accessories and toys. 

Recent acquisitions include light-weight insulation material and 

metal works. 


israeli History, both recent and ancient, is very much 
School Books. in the mind of the average Israeli. The German 


experience under Hitler is one of the great 

historic traumas of the Jewish people, and Israelis 
cannot easily forget or overcome it. Much has been said about the 
need to revise German text books, especially those dealing with 
history and politics, in order to remove their nationalistie or 
racial bias. Quite apart from this, but somehow not altogether un- 
related, progressive German educators complained to Israeli educa- 
tors, on a recent visit to Germany, that Israeli school books con- 
tain too many general derogatory references to Germany. The Israeli 
educators have issued a declaration pledging to look into their text 
books with a view to removing unwarranted derogatory references. 


Israel's Turning to ancient history, General Yigael Yadin, | 
Peripatetic Israel's leading archeologist and former chief of 
Former Generals. staff, recently was in London to open an exhibi- 


tion of the Masada excavations. The expedition 

to uncover this historic fortress, conducted over 
several seasons, had fired the imagination of amateur archeologists 
throughout the world and attracted many of them to Israel as volun- 
teers. British Prime Minister Harold Wilson honored Professor Yadin 
with a reception at his official residence, and the exhibition it- 
self has been a great success, drawing thousands of visitors. 
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Banning Films.... Israel has a small film industry of her own, 
and a law to encourage local film making with 
subsidies and grants. A new film, "Motive for 

Murder," was made here with government grants, but was then banned 

by the film censorship board, apparently for showing scenes of vio- 

lence and immorality, which "should not happen in Israel." There 
has been much public debate over this ban, and the Knesset home 
services committee has been charged with seeing the film and ren- 
dering the final verdict. 


ee cand Another ban, rather peculiar, has come from 
Art Courses. the Minister of Religious Affairs, Z. Wahr- 


haftig. At the Bezalel Art School in Jerusa- 

lem, Renaissance painting is taught, as well 
as early church painting. Since Israeli art students have no gen- 
eral knowledge of the Christian atmosphere which influenced many of 
these pictures, they were given a special course in Christian re- 
ligious history and belief, which naturally included the reading of 
selections from the New Testament. The minister has objected to 
these subjects as being "“unfitting" for a Jewish art school. 


Thriving Culture. The cultural life of Israel continues at a 
high pace, notwithstanding the economic and 
bureaucratic difficulties. Music, the theatre, 

literature, painting and sculpture all flourish. Even Hebrew musi- 

cals are a roaring success. All of this is the more remarkable, 
since under present economic restrictions the public has cut down 
on spending for entertainment and is much more selective in what it 

wants to see or buy. One side effect of the economic slowdown is a 

crisis in the art market, and prices of paintings have declined 

sharply, except for those by painters of international fame. 


Musical life is expanding all the time, and the Israel Phil- 
harmonic has just celebrated its thirtieth birthday. In the field 
of musicals, "Casablan" is a Romeo and Juliet story between a 
Moroccan boy and an Ashkenazi girl set in Jaffa. Its tunes are 
pleasant, and the show is sold out. A brilliant new Israeli play, 
"The Monks," has made its debut to the enthusiastic response of the 
critics. The variety of available theater fare ranges from Ibsen 
and Strindberg to Shalom Aleichem, who can be admired in both Hebrew 
and Yiddish. 


The Israel Museum in Jerusalem is universally acclaimed as 
one of the jewels of Israel. The Rothschilds of France have just 
donated a new wing to house a collection of 18th century French art 
to be given by the Rothschild family. 
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I. 
Jordan's Entry Into The War 
Against Israel, June 5, 1967 


On the morning of June 5, 1967, Jordan, in consort with Egypt 
and Syria, began full scale hostilities against the State of Israel. Under 
Egyptian command and reinforced by Egyptian commandos and by 
Iraqi troops in areas immediately facing vital and vulnerable Israel pop- 
ulation and communication centres, the Jordanian army moved on a 
wide front. 

Jordan did not disclaim responsibility for launching its attack 
against Israel. Bound by a military alliance with Egypt concluded but a 
few days before the war, Jordanian spokesmen acknowledged that the 
military initiative had been theirs despite Israel’s appeal to limit the 
hostilities. In the words of King Hussein, as quoted in an interview in 
the German magazine “Der Spiegel”, on September 4, 1967: 

“On June 5, after the fighting had already started, the Norwegian 
general of the United Nations Odd Bull handed me a communica- 
tion from the Israel side to the effect . . . that if we would refrain 
from attacking we would escape the consequences that otherwise 
would be inevitable. By that time, however, we had no choice, We 
had to do everything to assist our allies.” 


Jordanian Offensive Against Jerusalem 


In Jerusalem the fighting was particularly fierce. Wholly unmind- 
ful of the character of the city and its special place in the hearts of men 
the world over, the Jordan Army not only subjected the Israel area of 
Jerusalem to prolonged indiscriminate shelling, causing hundreds of 
civilian casualties and much material damage, but felt no compunction 
about mounting artillery in the Old City, and using the ancient walled 
district as a shield for its military attack. 

A number of churches on the Israel side, specifically the Dormi- 
tion Abbey and the Church of St. Anne, were severely damaged, the 
Knesset (Israel’s Parliament), the Museum, the Hebrew University were 
damaged, hospitals were hit. Jordanian forces advanced, capturing the 
headquarters of the United Nations Truce Supervisory Organization that 
dominates the New City, and assaulted the Israel enclave of Mount 
Scopus. 

To meet the aggression, Israel had to bring in reinforcements. 
Fierce battles raged to dislodge the Jordan Army from the U.N. head- 
quarters and to break the siege on Mount Scopus. 

When the Jordanian bombardment from the Old City continued, 
Israel forces had no alternative but to take the quarter, bound by the 
sternest orders to enter in close combat and forego any use of artillery, 
tanks or aircraft that might endanger the Holy Places. This meant, trag- 
ically, many Israel dead and wounded. 
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israel Appeal to Hussein 


Israel, believing that King Hussein in pursuance of his better in- 
terests would desist from open aggression, had not expected the attack. 
Israel proposed to the Jordanian monarch on the morning of June 5, 
that he abstain from general hostilities. The Foreign Minister of Israel, 
Abba Eban, invited General Odd Bull, Chairman of the U.N. Truce 
Supervision Organization, to inform Jordan that Israel had no desire to 
expand the conflict, that if Jordan did not attack, Israel would take no 
measures agamst it. The message passed through General Bull to King 
Hussein read: 

“We shall not initiate any action whatsoever against Jordan. How- 

ever, should Jordan open hostilities, we shall react with all our 

might and he (the King) will have to bear the full responsibility 
for all the consequences.” 

The Israel Government was informed shortly afterwards that the 
message had been duly and faithfully conveyed and received. Neverthe- 
less, Jordan answered, tragically, not with words, but with shells. All 
caution was cast to the wind as Jordanian artillery opened heavy fire 
along the whole front. 

The Government of Israel used other channels, too, of communi- 
cation with Jordan, but to no avail. Even after Jordan opened hostilities 
on June 5th, the Government of Israel attempted to localize the conflict 
on three occasions during the day, when efforts were made to negotiate a 
cease fire. Jordan rejected these efforts and increased its fire along the 
whole front, with particular concentration on Israel Jerusalem. 

By Wednesday June 7, all of Jerusalem had been cleared. The Jor- 
danian offensives on the other fronts were contained and pushed back, 
the Israeli forces occupying the whole of the West Bank area. On that 
same day, a cease-fire came into effect. 


The Jordanian-Egyptian Military Pact 


Jordan’s entry into the war as an active belligerent came in the 
wake of the military alliance concluded between Egypt and Jordan on 
the 30th May, 1967. By that time King Hussein was no longer left in 
any doubt that President Nasser of Egypt was making serious prepara- 
tions for a decisive war (having expelled the United Nations Emergency 
Force from the Gaza Strip, blockaded the Gulf of Aqaba, and intro- 
duced an offensive army of 100,000 men and 900 tanks into the Sinai 
Peninsula. On May 30, the King flew to Cairo to conclude his military 
agreement, and to hammer out the details of Jordan’s role im the im- 
pending offensive. 


Article VII of the Agreement read: 
“In case of commencement of military operations, the Chief of 
Staft of the United Arab Republic’s Armed Forces will assume 
the direction of operations in both countries.” 
That pact, together with the Syrian military agreement which had 
been concluded with Egypt on 4th November 1966, locked tight the 
ring of Arab armies surrounding Israel. 
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It was with reason that President Nasser could announce on May 
30, 1967, the day the Agreement was signed: 

“The armies of Egypt, Jordan, Syria and Lebanon are poised on 

the borders of Israel in order to face the challenge, while standing 

behind us are the armies of Iraq, Kuwait, Sudan and the whole 

Arab nation. This act will astound the world. Today they will know 

that the Arabs are arraigned for battle, that the critical hour has 

arrived. We have reached the stage of serious action and not of 
mere declarations.” 

Commenting on the significance of the Egyptian-Jordanian accord, 
(later adhered to by Iraq), the authoritative Cairo daily “Al Akhbar” 
wrote on 31st May 1967: 

“Under the terms of the military agreement signed with Jordan, 

Jordanian artillery, co-ordinated with the forces of Egypt and Syria, 

is in a position to cut Israel in two at Kalkilya, where Israeli ter- 

ritory between the Jordan armistice line and the Mediterranean 

Sea is only twelve kilometers wide ... The military encirclement 

of Israel by Arab forces—Jordan to the east, Syria to the north- 

east, Egypt to the south-west and Lebanon in the north, bears out 

Ben Gurion’s fear that Israel could yet find herself in the vise of a 

nutcracker.” 

Speaking on the same matter on May 31st, 1967, King Hussein, in a 
proclamation to the Jordanian Army declared: 

“I have been motivated to sign the Defense Agreement because I 

am certain that I am fulfilling my duty and am responding to 

all your aspirations. My hope is that our nation will stand up to 
the challenge and the responsibility.” 
And again, in a statement in Amman two days later: 

“Our increased co-operation with Egypt and the other Arab States, 

both to the east and to the west, will enable us to march forward 

‘along the right road leading to the erasure of our shame and to 

the liberation of Palestine.” 

The pact with Egypt was put into immediate effect. The Arab 
Legion was placed under Egyptian command. Egyptian units entered 
Jordan, and a joint strategy of offensive action was drawn up. On June 3, 
two battalions of Egyptian commandos took up active positions along 
the Jordanian front with Israel. One of them, at Latrun, embarked forth- 
with on provocative terrorist activities. Within 24 hours they had ac- 
counted for the killing of one civilian driver and two Israeli soldiers. 


Jordanian Incitement at Home 

As the final preparations for attack were made, a frenzied cam- 
paign of incitement calling for immediate war was launched im the Jor- 
danian capital. The official press and radio vigorously called for “the 
decisive battle” to begin, promising the populace a swift victory, a mas- 
sacre of the Jews, and rich spoils. A sample of the broadcasts reads: 
Radio Amman—June 1, 1967: - 

“Citizens, workers, fellaheen! How long did we wait and prepare 

for these hours of glory and for the day when the Arabs would 











advance toward the heart of Arabism. Prepare to meet on the soil 
of eternal Palestine.” 


Radio Amman—June 4, 1967—Statement of the Director of the Ha- 
shemite Broadcasting Service: 
“The microphone will go to the various frontlines to bring to you 
information about the preparations for the day of liberation.” 
And on the day of the battle, June 5, King Hussein: 
“O brethren, wherever you are stationed along the lengthy front: 
Be certain that our forces and the whole Arab nation will meet the 
test and reach the target. The decisive battle has started and I hope 
it will soon end in the victory for which we all pray.” 


The Prime Minister of Jordan: 
“We are living through the most sacred hours of our life. We are 
joined in the battle of heroism and honor, together with all the 


arms of our nation against the common enemy. Long did we wait 
for this battle in order to erase our shame.” 


Radio Amman—June 5, 1967: 
“Free citizens, heroic sons of Jordan. The hoped-for moment has 
arrived. The hour for which you longed is here. Forward to arms, 
to battle, to new pages of glory. O Arabs, wherever you are! Hit 
everywhere and hit till the end. The end of Israel is in your hands. 
Forward, soldiers, to victory! Cooperate wherever you are. Fly, 
o eagles, o heroic pilots.” 


Radio Amman—June 6, 1967: 


“Soldiers of Jordan are destroying the Jewish fortifications in Jer- 
usalem. Forward towards your meeting with Rabin in Tel Aviv.” 


lf Jordan Had Won! 


_What was in store for the people of Israel had the Jordanian of- 
fensive succeeded was fully revealed once the fighting was over. Among 
the military documents seized by the Israel Army, were Jordanian mili- 
tary operation orders containing instructions to wipe out the civilian 
inhabitants of Israel population centers. 

_ Specific battalions were assigned to destroy Israeli villages and 
their mhabitants, but the orders were to be kept secret at the Brigade 
level until it was decided to activate them. Orders in identical style were 
found in top secret files of all seven Brigade headquarters on the Jor- 
danian controlled West Bank. The orders discovered at the Ramallah 
headquarters, north of Jerusalem, for example, assigned the Reserve 
Battalion to destroy Motza, an Israel village of some 100 civilians three 
miles west of Jerusalem on the highway to Tel-Aviv. The orders state: 

“1. The intention of H.Q. Western Front is to carry out a raid 
on Motza colony, to destroy it and kill all its inhabitants. 
2. The Task: The Brigade Reserve Battalion will raid Motza 


colony, will destroy it and kill all persons in it upon receiv- 
ing the code word “Hadhad” from Brigade H.Q.” 
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II. 
Jordan's 1948 Offensive Against Israel 
and the Annexation of the West Bank 


For almost 20 years, the Arab leadership has preached a doctrine 
of genocide and politicide against Israel. As one of its proponents, Jor- 
dan never made any secret of its desired intention to see Israel wiped 
off the map. Throughout, it maintained a persistent posture of bellig- 
erency, resorting to every instrument of aggression—political and eco- 
nomic boycott, hostile military pacts, armed infiltration, non-compli- 
ance with Armistice undertakings and threats at the territorial and sov- 
ereign integrity of the Jewish State. 

Even before the formal establishment of the State of Israel on 
May 14, 1948, Jordan strove politically and militarily to undo the U.N. 
1947 Resolution on Palestine which called for the partition of the coun- 
try into Arab and Jewish States. 

From Jordan came armed bands, mining roads, ambushing con- 
voys, blowing up civilian homes and bombing public buildings. The 
Jordanian objective, in common with other Arab governments, was to 
intimidate the U.N. into dropping the partition plan. 

In January 1948, the first detachments of “The Arab Liberation 
Army” entered Palestine from Jordan and Syria, attacking Jewish vil- 
lages in the Jordan Valley. The Jordanian Arab Legion carried out ac- 
tive operations against isolated Jewish villages, and by April, cut com- 
munications between Jerusalem and Tel Aviv. 

On May 15, 1948, with the total British withdrawal from Pales- 
tine and the declaration of Israel’s independence, Jordan, together with 
four other Arab armies (Egypt, Syria, Iraq and Lebanon) invaded the 
nascent Jewish State. King Abdullah of Jordan assumed the post of 
Commander-in-Chief of the combined Arab armies in the field. 

The war aims of the invaders were made plain by Azzam Pasha, 
then Secretary General of the Arab League. At a press conference on 
May 14, 1948, he said: 

“This will be a war of extermination and a momentous massacre 

which will be spoken of like the Mongolian massacres and the 

Crusades.” 

The Jordanian war plan was to occupy the whole of the West Bank 
area, link up with the Egyptians moving from the south to Hebron, and 
then storm Jerusalem. At the end of the first six weeks of fightmg, the 
Arab Legion had taken the ancient Jewish quarter of the Old City after 
bitter hand-to-hand fighting, severed communications between Mount 
Scopus and the New City, and strengthened their siege around Jerusalem. 

To the south of Jerusalem the Arab Legion had overrun and de- 
stroyed the Jewish villages of the Etzion Bloc. The village of Beit Arava, 
which had gained renown for its soil desalination and successful culti- 
vation on the shores of the Dead Sea, was overrun and destroyed. 








Further north of the city, Atarot and Neve Yaakov were captured. With 
that, the Jordanian and general Arab offensive ground to a stop in the 
face of the rapidly organized and increasingly effective Jewish defense. 
The New City of Jerusalem was held despite a prolonged siege and 
ferocious shelling, and the tide of war now began to turn against the 
invaders. By early June, the siege of Jerusalem was lifted and in July 
a cease fire came into effect. On April 3, 1949, an Armistice Agreement 
was signed between Jordan and Israel. 


Transjordan’s Unilateral Annexation of West Bank 
and Occupation of Old Jerusalem 


_ The end of the fighting left the area of the west bank of the Jordan 
River captured by the Arab Legion in the hands of Transjordan, which 
promptly announced its intention to annex the territory. 

Transjordan, which had been created as a State in 1922, (when 
the British handed to Abdullah the territory east of the Jordan orig- 
inally comprising four-fifths of the designated Jewish Homeland as laid 
down in the League of Nations Mandate), now became the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan claiming sovereignty over a large area of territory 
west of the Jordan River. 


This expansion met with large-scale opposition on the part of the 
West Bank populace and by the Arab States generally. The unilateral 
act of annexation almost led to Transjordan’s expulsion from the Arab 
League, the League finally concluding that the West Bank could remain 
in Transjordanian hands by virtue of its occupation, but only on “de- 
posit” until “the liberation of Palestine.” 

Only the United Kingdom recognized the annexation as de jure. 
Other countries, including the United States, accepted the fact of Jor- 
danian control but did not accord it recognition. 


The West Bank “Bridgehead” 


This in brief, is the background to the emergence of the Jordanian 
control of the West Bank and the Old City of Jerusalem, and the tenu- 
ous armistice line that separated Israel from Jordan for over eighteen 
years, until it was shattered by the Jordanian attack on June 5, 1967. 
The West Bank, bounded by this armistice frontier, figured prom- 
inently in Jordanian military thinking as the bridgehead for further at- 
tack against Israel. Two-hundred and six miles long, it cut through the 
city of Jerusalem truncating it in two, and, in its middle reaches, bulged 
pa ae eens Israel to a narrow coastal waist, densely 
populated, barely ten miles wide. King Hussein Id i 
pi Apel 12. 1oe4. g could say with reason 

“Jordan, with its West Bank, is the ideal jumpine- 

the battle of. liberation.” A ee 

King Hussein sought to take advantage of this j i 
ar : jumping-off ground 
in his mass attack in June 1967. His Arab Legion tried then C crash 
through the narrow ten miles Israel waist to the Mediterranean Sea, 
thus cutting Israel in two, and attempted to bring Israel Jerusalem to its 








knees by capturing the dominant heights and pulverizing the city with 
heavy guns. By that deed, the King disowned the Armistice Agreement 
concluded between Jordan and Israel in 1949, an agreement which, in 
the words of its Article I, was designed as, “an indispensable step toward 
the liquidation of armed conflict and the restoration of peace in Pal- 
estine.” 


West Bank Opposition 


The unilateral annexation of the West Bank by Jordan gave rise 
to a separatist movement in the territory, the opposition to the Hussein 
regime frequently taking on a militant form, expressed in violence. 


The roots of the dissension were social, economic and political. 
The Arabs of the West Bank had but tenuous ties with those of the 
East. They constituted a comparatively sophisticated society of settled 
farmers and urban dwellers, in contrast to the residents of the Jordan’s 
East Bank who were predominantly bedouin. Traditionally, the Pales- 
tine Arabs always considered themselves in a class superior to the more 
primitive eastern bedouin stock, generally enjoying as they did, higher 
living and educational standards. Thus, from the outset, many of them 
resented Jordanian occupation and rule, labelling King Hussein as a 
weak, reactionary monarch. 

To neutralize their power and influence, the King leaned heavily 
on his East Bank bedouins, recruiting and staffing his army almost en- 
tirely from their ranks. Thus, in striving to consolidate a firm base of 
power on the East Bank, the Hussein regime built up an edifice of 
privileges, social, political and economic, oriented towards his bedouin 
subjects. 

Economically, the East Bank fared substantially better than the 
West, enjoying as it did priorities of development and investment out 
of all proportion to the size of the population and the economic poten- 
tial of the area. The West Bank had almost half of Jordan’s population, 
but accounted for only one-third of the output. Average income in 
Transjordan was $335 per head, in the West Bank $216. 

In all the years of Jordanian occupation, not a single investment 
was authorized for the West Bank that amounted to more than 10,000 
dinar. Of the $884,000,000 invested in 1966, two thirds went to Trans- 
jordan, seat of all the country’s sizeable industries, such as oil refining, 
cement, and phosphate. The West Bank was relegated to agriculture. 

With Amman as the commercial center, the government was able 
to control the flow of funds, and as a matter of policy, gave East Bank 
merchants priorities in such matters as import quotas and buying privi- 
leges. The Government even blocked loans to West Bank projects, re- 
sulting in a steady exodus of economic concerns eastwards. This left 
the West Bank with only 22 percent of Jordan’s industry and 16 percent 
of her transport. - 

The seven-year Jordanian Development Plan, 1964-1970, was 
basically concerned with the East Bank only. The role of the West Bank 
was to produce simple basic goods to supply the elementary needs of 
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its population and its contribution to Jordanian industry was negligible. 
The East Bank, on the other hand, embraces the Yarmuk Water De- 
velopment Project, minerals which comprise 70 percent of Jordan’s 
industrial production, phosphate and important transportation branches, 
as well as Jordan’s sole port, Aqaba. 

With reference to agriculture, production of the West Bank 
amounted to 40 percent of the total Jordanian agricultural output. 
This produce was directed in the first place to local consumption and 
only a small proportion was marketed. Sales abroad totalled only 1,5 
million dinar, or 8% of Jordanian exports. 


I. 
The 1949 Armistice Agreements 


The document fixing the armistice border between Israel and Jor- 
dan was the Israel-Jordan Armistice Agreement signed at Rhodes on 
April 3, 1949. It was meant to serve as a temporary arrangement, a 
transition to lasting peace. This was clearly stated in its Article I: 

“a. No aggressive action by the armed forces—land, sea or air 

—of either Party shali be undertaken, planned, or threatened 
against the people or the armed forces of the other. 


b. The right of each Party to its security and freedom from fear 
of attack by the armed forces of the other shall be fully re- 
spected. 

c. The establishment of an Armistice between the armed forces 
of the two Parties is accepted as an indispensable step toward 
the liquidation of armed conflict and the restoration of peace 
in Palestine.” 

Here was a clear and solemn undertaking to renounce war or 
threats of war, to put an end to all aggressive acts and to work for a 
final and peaceful settlement of the dispute between the parties. 

In spirit and in action however, Jordan complied with the agree- 
ment only to the extent that it served its needs, and carried out only 
those paragraphs which promoted its interests. Jordan used the Agree- 
ment as a screen behind which its army could prepare for a final battle 
to destroy Israel, looking upon the armistice lines as temporary borders 
to be removed once Israel would be annihilated. 

____It was inevitable, therefore that throughout these years the armis- 
tice line with Jordan should have been a scene of constant tension, in- 
filtration and penetration of individuals, bands and often regular forces 
bent on violence; of shooting, sabotage, destruction, murder, shelling of 
border villages and a screen for fedayeen* and El Fatah** terrorists. 


*Saboteurs dispatched by Egypt from the Gaza Strip into Israel during 1955 and 
1956, for purposes of terrorism. Having completed their assignments, the armed 
pas frequently crossed into Jordan, enjoying the cooperation of the Jordanian 

rmy. 
ee, errorists trained and equipped by Syria for operations inside Israel. Invariably 
their staging points were on Jordan territory. 





Jordan embarked on a policy of non-compliance with Article VIII 
of the Armistice Agreement which guaranteed in its Paragraph 2: “Re- 
sumption of the normal functioning of the cultural and humanitarian 
institutions on Mount Scopus and free access thereto: free access to the 
Holy Places and cultural institutions, and use of the cemetery on the 
Mount of Olives.” 

In refusing to honor that undertaking, Jordan barred Jews from 
their holiest of places for the first time since the Roman conquest, barred 
Israeli Moslems from praying at the Dome of the Rock, barred Israeli 
Christians from their holy shrines except for selective entry twice a 
year, and isolated the buildings of the Hadassah Hospital and the He- 
brew University on Mount Scopus. so that they fell into total disuse. 


Yet another clause of the Agreement which met with Jordanian 
defiance was Article XII. That Article stipulated that “In the absence 
of mutual agreement either of the parties may call upon the Secretary 
General of the United Nations to convoke a conference of representa- 
tives of the two parties . . . Participation in such conferences shall be 
obligatory upon the parties.” 

On November 23, 1953, following repeated Jordanian attacks 
across the border, Israel formally requested that the U.N. Secretary 
General convene an Israel-Jordan Conference in which attendance was 
compulsory as stipulated in the Article. 

The Secretary General stated that he was “duty bound to summon 
the conference requested”, and accordingly invited Israel and Jordan to 
attend it. Israel responded affirmatively. Jordan, however, in violation 
of her obligation to participate in the conference, declined, in her Notes 
of 4 January, 6 February and 24 March 1954, the Secretary General’s 
invitation. 


Jordan—“Judenrein” 


Ignoring its Armistice undertakings, Jordan went further by effacing 
every Jewish trace in the territory it controlled. When the hostilities 
ended in June 1967, the record of the Jordanian treatment of the Jewish 
Holy Places was brought to light. It was found that they had been 
desecrated and defiled. 

All but one of the thirty-five ancient synagogues in the Jewish 
Quarter of the Jerusalem Old City had been destroyed. This was not 
a result of the fighting. It was the consequence of a policy adopted by 
the Jordan authorities during the past twenty years. Not only had they 
denied access to the Western Wall, Jewry’s holiest of shrines, but they 
had razed all synagogues and places of learning to the ground, refused 
access to Rachel’s Tomb, to the ancient cemetery on the Mount of 
Olives and to the Tomb of the Patriarchs, and had destroyed every 
Jewish village in the area they occupied. Indeed, Jordan could claim 
to be one of the few countries in the world that was “Judenrein”, with 
not a single Jew allowed to live in its boundaries. 

Among the Jewish religious institutions destroyed were the famed 
Torat Haim Talmudic Academy, the Horvat Beit Yacov Synagogue, 
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Jordan’s Hussein and Egypt's Nasser sign joint war pact, May 30, 1967. 


A frenzied campaign of incitement was launched for immediate 
war against Israel. 
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First page of the Jordanian battle order for the attack on Lod and Ramleh, 
drawn up at the end of May, 1967. 
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Jordanian battle order for the attack on Motza and the murder of its inhabitants, 
Instructions of an identical kind ordering the elimination of whole civilian popu- 
lation centers were found in top secret files of all seven brigade headquarters. 





TOP skCRiT 


Copy No. 4 


HQ. 


IMAM ATY BEN ABI TALLB Brigade 
(Operations) 





Regiatration No.: a'4/1/1 


Date : 


7th June 1966 


Special Operational Order "Operation (RA'AD)" 
Ref. Maps: 
Jerusalem, Ramallah, Salfat 
Ag'ur, Lud, Yafo—Tel-Aviv 
1: 50000 


To: Commander Reserve Battalion 27th Brigade. 


1. Situation, 


A. Enemy. 
1) The enemy forces 1m MOTZA Colony (16471342). The inhabitants 


6) 


7) 


8) 


number about 800 persons, engage in agriculture and have 
guard details in the colony. 


The colony mana five night guard-positions around it, 

The colony is surrounded by slit-trenches which are manned 
when necessary. 

The colony has barbed-wire fences. 


The houses of the colony are built of concrete, and some have 
red-tile roofs. 


The forces of the colony need 5-7 minutes to man their positions 


from the moment of surprise. 


Enemy camps close to the colony which can take part in the 

campaign and advance reinforcements: -- 

a) CASTEL Camp (163133) one Infantry Co, with support detachments 
The defence position of thia unit is on the hill (16371337). 

b) SHNELLER Camp (170132) 6th Brigade Reconsissance Co. 

e) ABU GOSH Camp (16301349) Border Police Co. 


Air superiority to enemy. 


Om Forces: 


1) 


2) 


The intention of H.Q. Western Front is to carry out a raid on 
MOTZA Colony, to destroy it and to kill al) its inhabitants. 


This task was allocated to the Brigadier of the IMAM ALY BEN ABI 
TALES Brigade who will further it to the Brigade Reserve Battalion. 
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An Israeli officer and 
U.N. observers inspect 
a house on the out- 
skirts of Jerusalem, 
blown up by terrorists 
from Jordan in Novem- 
i ber 1966. The Armistice 
Agreement of 1949 
served no more than 
a screen for Jordanian 
belligerency. 
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Despite Israel’s repeated appeals to King Hussein, Jordanian guns directed 
an intensive bombardment against civilian targets in Jerusalem on June 5. 





A child of an immi- 
grant village views 
the damage to his 
home following a 
raid by Jordan-based 
infiltrators. \ 


One victim of Jordan's 
indiscriminate shelling of 
Jerusalem — the Church 

of the Dormition on 
Mount Zion. 
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The Hadassah Hospital and the Hebrew University on Mount Scopus, left 
| derelict for almost two decades because of Jordan’s refusal to honor tts 
Armistice undertaking. | 





The Jordanian 
official press 
played a major 
role in spreading 
f hate propaganda. ; 
This cartoon | 
i which appeared 
January 28, 1965 | 
4 
( 











in the Jordanian 

I daily, “El-Manar’” 
I is typical! of the 4 
| tone. \ 
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Textbooks that spread hatred This page, taken from the last chapter of ‘‘The 
Palestine Problem’, a textbook for second grade high schools in Jordan, states 
that “The Ways to Salvation are — Arab solidarity, Faith; Force’. The closing 
paragraph reads: ‘You, the Arab student, are called upon to save your stolen 
homeland with all your strength and ail your resources Take Abd al-Rahim, 
who fell fighting for Palestine, as your example and idol.” 


























The outcome of incitement — the desecrated Jewish cemetery on the Mount of 
Olives, Jerusalem The 1949 Armistice Agreement gave freedom of access to 
this burial site hallowed by Jews for centuries The Agreement was never honored. 
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Tombstones from the Mount of Olives were used for the building of wails. 
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10 JUNE 1967 


JORDAN 


SAUDI ARABIA 
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Deployment of 
the Arab forces 
against Israel, 
June 1967: King 
Hussein had 
described the West 
Bank (center of 
map) as ‘‘the 
ideal jumping-off 
ground” for the 
battle against 
Israel. 


INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY 
ARMISTICE LINE 1949-1967 
500 TROOPS 

10 TANKS 

10 PLANES 
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On entering Jordanian army camps on the West Bank, Israeli forces found that 
centuries-old tombstones had been employed in the construction of footpaths, 
including paths to latrines. 


Former residents of the Jewish Quarter of the Jerusalem Old City view the 
ruins of what was once the ancient Hurva Synagogue The destruction of the 
Jewish sanctuaries had been official Jordanian policy, ail but one of the Jewish 
houses of worship and study having been razed to the ground. 
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The shell of the 
Ehyahu HaNavi 
Synagogue, Before 
1948, it had been 
one of the Old 
City’s landmarks. 













The barriers that have been removed: These concrete defensive walls sealed 
off one part of Jerusalem from the other, splitting in two a city that had never 
known division throughout its long chronicles. 









All that ts left of 

the once famed 
Yohanan Ben Zakkai 
Synagogue. 























Israel forces entering the Old City found 
that church crypts had been used by the 
Jordanian army. 






Reunion in a reunited city: Families sep- 
arated for 19 years by the artificial trun- 
cation of Jerusalem meet up once more. 
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The Dome of the Rock and El-Aqsa Mosque, Islam shrines from which Israel's 
Mosiem citizens were barred throughout the years of Jordanian occupation. 
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The Church of the Holy Sepulchre: This and the other Christian and Moslem 
Holy Places remained unscathed on account of the Israeli order to take the Old 
City in close combat without air and artillery support. 
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“4 Jerusalem policemen, Arab and Jew, 
resume the beat -together as they 
had done before the city was arbi- 
trarily divided. 





Day-by-day thousands collect at the Western Wall, the last remnant of the 
; ancient Temple. The Jordanian guarantee in the Armistice Agreement to grant 
: freedom of access to the Wall, the holiest of Jewish shrines, was never honored. 




























the Istanbul Synagogue, the Porat Josef Synagogue and the Tifereth 
Israel Synagogue and Talmudic Academy. 

Another 11 synagogues which appear on the Jerusalem Municipal 
Map of 1945, were found no longer to exist, having been razed to the 
ground. This catalogue does not include the numerous smaller houses 
of worship which dotted the Old City and of which no trace is now 
left. A rubbish dump was found on the ruins of a substantial part of 
the old Jewish Quarter. 

A road had been constructed through the ancient Jewish cemetery 
of the Mount of Olives. This cemetery is the holiest of burial places for 
the Jewish people, ever since the First Temple (6th century BCE), and 
the final resting place of famous rabbis and scholars. 

The graves themselves were grossly desecrated and the tombstones 
deliberately torn out of the ground, often to be used as building ma- 
terial and in the construction of Arab Legion camps. In the military 
camp of the Arab Legion at Bethany, built by the Corps of Engineers 
of the Arab Legion, the foundations of the camp, the pavements, the 
surrounding walls, the road and interior paths, even the latrines of the 
soldiers, were built to a very large extent with tombstones from the 
Mount of Olives, on which the inscriptions were still clearly visible. 
Similarly, tombstones were used in the construction of fortified positions 
of the Jordanian Army. What is left of the cemetery is in a state of 
total neglect, the graves overgrown and tombstones felled. 

Examination of the tomb of Simon the Righteous and the Sanhe- 
drin Caves in the Kidron Valley close to the city showed them to have 
been desecrated and in a state of filth. Asked to explain the reason for 
such desecration of a Jewish Holy Site the local Mukhtar, Abu-Mustafa 
Sheikh Rashad answered: “The Government in charge up till now 
wanted it that way.” On entering Hebron, troops of the Israel Defense 
Forces found that the entrance of the Tomb of the Patriarchs, (The 
Cave of Mahpelah) was mined. All the tombstones had been entirely 
removed from the Hebron Jewish cemetery and a local resident had 
turned the site into a vegetable patch. A stone wall was found in the 
town made of the tombstones of what had been the Jewish cemetery. 
Found mixed into the cement of the wall were vestiges of human bones. 


Jordanian Education to Hatred. 

This record was the inevitable outcome of the persistent incite- 
ment among the populace against Israel’s very existence. On occupying 
the area of the West Bank, Israel forces discovered text books, maps, 
pictures and wall newspapers issued by the Jordanian Ministry of Edu- 
cation, all marked by anti-Israeli hatred. 

Thus, the Biblical story of the national origin of the Jews in Pales- 
tine, of Abraham and Isaac, was presented as legend and fabrication. In 
the words of the Jordanian text-book, General History of Ancient and 
Medieval Cultures, used ii secondary grades of the West Bank schools, 
the school children were told: 

“It is hard to know how the Hebrews came to Palestine and set- 
tled in it” (page 63), and: “The origins of the Jews is obscure. Ab- 
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raham was an Arab, Abraham founded Jerusalem after h 

ham v 2 e showed 

od co es obey God’s bidding to sacrifice his son IWenael 
é Ka’aba in Mecca. Jerusalem was d 

ee founded by the Arabs three 


(In other words, from the ver inni i 
Meni ae sees ery beginning, the Jews were not a nation 
Anti-semitism in its most unadulterated form wa: 
pages of the fourth-grade text book, “Arab and Taig Histo.” With 
reference to Mohammed's time, the child read: 
“Jews love only Jews, and they are treacherous liars i 
of Mohammed, the Jews feared the power of the pectin aa 
they said: ‘Islam does not permit us to deceive people and to cheat 
them or to steal their property. So let us join the enemies of Islam 
and of the Moslems in getting rid of Mohammed.’ ” 
In“The Paiestine Question’? of Dukan al-Handawi for the second year 
of secondary schooling in Jordan, the last chapter sets out the ‘Reasons 
for the tragedy and the methods of salvation’: 
“There are three ways—Arab solidarity, faith and strength.” The 
passage ends with an unequivocal appeal: “You, O Arab pupil, are 
summoned to rescue your stolen homeland .. . to concentrate all 
your strength and resources and to take as your example and idol 
Abd-al-Rahim Mahmoud, who fell in the battle for Palestine.” 
_ In the same class, the pupil was busy with The Rules of Grammar 
in which one exercise says: “Tt is arms that will free our stolen home- 
land , and another exercise, more difficult, says: “The Arab soldiers 
will lead our enemies to the slaughter.” On the back of a standard 
exercise book, there appears a map of Israel and encircling it are por- 
trayed the Arab armies with a missile aimed at Tel Aviv, and above it 
the caption: ‘We Are Returning’. 


IV. 
In the Aftermath of the 


June 1967 Hostilities 


In successive attempts to bridge the gap between Armistice Agree- 
ment and permanent peace, Israel, in the last twenty years had made 
unilaterally, a series of offers to Jordan and the other Arab States. ; 

__ On the very day of Israel’s rebirth as a sovereign nation, even 
while Jordan and its allies were engaged in aggression against Israel, 
this concept of peace was given fundamental expression in the Declara- 
tion of Independence which declared: 

“We extend the hand of peace and good neighborliness to all the 

neighboring States and their peoples and invite their cooperation 

and mutual assistance with the independent Jewish nation in its 
land. The State of Israel is ready to make its contribution to the 
joint effort towards the progress of the Middle East as a whole.” 
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Ever since, the Government of Israel has made one attempt after 
another to induce the Arab States to enter into negotiations for a com- 
prehensive peace settlement. It has on numerous occasions emphasized 
that it is prepared to meet them for peace discussions at any time and 
place agreeable to both sides, without laying down any preliminary 
conditions. At the Seventh General Assembly of the United Nations in 
1952, the representative of Israel elaborated in the Ad Hoc Political 
Committee a comprehensive blueprint for peace, covering the questions 
of security, territorial adjustments, refugee settlement, economic coop- 
eration and mutual assistance m the regional development of com- 
munications, health and social services, cultural and scientific exchanges, 
technical assistance and the establishment of normal diplomatic and 
juridical relations. The approach met with a wide measure of support 
in the Committee, but there was no response on the part of the Arab 
States. 

Undaunted by this negative attitude, the Government of Israel 
continued its efforts to bring about an agreed settlement. It offered the 
conclusion of non-aggression pacts with Jordan and the other Arab 
States. It declared itself ready to pay compensation for abandoned Arab 
lands. It released Arab blocked accounts in Israel banks. It expressed its 
readiness to explore the possibilities of partial advances and interim 
agreements towards a final peace. 

Even as the Arabs made their final preparations for war in the 
summer of 1967, Premier Eshkol and Foreign Minister Eban reiterated 
their hope that the Arab Governments would refrain from violent action 
and settle their differences with Israel in peace. Declared Mr. Eshkol 
in the Knesset (Israel’s Parliament), on May 22, 1967, as the Arab 
military build-up approached its climax: 

“I would like to say again to the Arab countries, from this rostrum, 
that we harbor no aggressive designs. We have no possible interest 
in violating either their security, their territory or their legitimate 
rights. Nor shall we interfere in any way in their internal affairs, 
their regimes, or their regional or international relations. We expect 
of them, according to the principles of reciprocity, the application 
of the same principles towards us.” 


THE KHARTOUM DECISIONS 


That appeal went unheard and the Arab offensive followed. With 
the end of hostilities, the Arab Heads of State, meeting in Khartoum 
on September 1, 1967, passed a series of resolutions on Arab policy 
towards Israel in the aftermath of the war. Certain observers, pointing to 
the Khartoum decision calling for the mobilization of maximum political 
pressure to compel Israel to return to the territorial dispositions as they 
existed before June 1967, have sought to read a mood of “moderation” 
into that conference. Yet Israel has looked in vain for any sign of real 
moderation in the official attitude of the Arab States, including that of 
Jordan. For the content of thé Khartoum decisions show no change in 
the basic Arab thinking: Khartoum merely confirmed the doctrine which 
spoke against recognition of Israel, against negotiation with Israel and 
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ae peace with Israel. More than that, the Arab leaders decided to 
uild up afresh their military preparedness with a view to restoring Arab 
tule to the entire territory of former Palestine 
They resolved, in short, to ir i i 
! , to pursue their intransigent policy of bel- 
ligerency, entertaining no readiness for a peaceful eoneiomice pete 


An intrepretation of the Khartoum decisions was given im an arti 
aaeipans hee ee the Sete by Hasoiein Heykal, ae 
1an polic ing i i 
Al Ahram on September = 1967, he ee Sete 
“The door to political action in dealing with the im i 
the Arab struggle is not closed, but see will be ie Eee 
tiations with Israel. The door to military action is open at all times 
for those able to take such action, provided they are backed by 
other Arab States so that their military power will not be under- 
mined by economic pressure. The UAR, more than any other State 
is capable of military action for several reasons. T, herefore fighting 
1S a major possibility in settling the urgent problem. In fact the 
main responsibility in military action falls on the air force.” 


One Arab periodical, the Tunisian Jeune Afrique of Se 
1967, summed up the meaning of Khartoum ae a ee, 
E verything has returned to its former state. The slogan, ‘Destroy 
Israel has been transformed into ‘Wipe out the results of the ag- 
gression’. And the authors of the slogans continue, without batting 
an eye, to refrain from defining just how this is to be accomplished. 
They are blessed with the uncanny ability to choose, from all the 

paths open to them, the one path that leads nowhere.” 


_ King Hussein of Jordan set his signature to the Khartoum reso- 
lutions, and was one of the authors of the slogans. In so doing, he has 
made it plain that the three cardinal principles of the United Nations 
Charter, namely recognition, negotiation, and peace, continue not to 
apply in his relations with Israel. 


An Exercise in Rewriting History. 


_ With Jordan as one of its architects, the new Arab political cam- 
paign seeks to gain its ends by treating the Six Day War as though it 
erupted in a vacuum, The focus of the campaign is the aftermath of the 
fighting not what preceded it. Israel’s resistance is presented as “ageres- 
sion”, and its occupation of captured territories as “the fruits of aggres- 
sion”. As for the Arab States, they are depicted as the innocent victims 
of an unprovoked attack. 


: Mention is never made of how Egypt moved its troops into Sinai 
in mid-May; how the Egyptian Gove unient sought an ceeured the 
swift removal of the United Nations Forces for the avowed purpose of 
preparing for hostilities; how 100,000 Egyptian troops and 900 tanks 
were brought up against Israel in Sinai; how Sharm-el-Sheikh was oc- 
cupied with belligerent purpose; how letters were sent by the United 
Arab Republic to other Governments on 1 June announcing that the 
United Arab Republic was in a state of war with Israel and would 
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refore henceforward exercise the ‘right’ of blockade; how President 
Nee told the Pan Arab Federation of Trade Unions on 26 May that 
‘war will be total and the objective will be to destroy Israel .. .’; how 
Jordanian, Egyptian and Iraqi representatives informed the Security 
Council in May of the Arab claims of ‘belligerent rights, how the 
Jordanian monarch on 30 May signed a war pact in Cairo; how the 
Arab contingents from Iraq, Kuwait and Algeria moved into batile posi- 
tions; how Egyptian air commanders were, in written instructions on 
28 May and thereafter, allotted Israeli targets to bomb; how Jordanian 
brigades were instructed in writing that Israeli villages were to be occu- 
pied and all their inhabitants put to death; how several hours after 
Egyptian aggression had been resisted, Jordan was still being asked = 
keep out of hostilities, how Jordan, as its King has publicly confesse ‘ 
made a decision to attack Israel, which had not touched a hair of Jor- 
dan’s head; how Jordanian artillery and mortar shells were poured into 
Jerusalem’s streets and buildings. 

None of this is revealed in the current Jordanian and general Arab 
campaign of propaganda. In chanting the twenty-year old hymns of hate 
and aggression, these facts are suppressed; and it is but natural that once 
the sequence of misrepresentation is begun, it should be pursued to the 
end. Thus the peril which threatened Israel’s existence in May and June 
is totally concealed, the cold horror which this peril evoked in the world 
opinion is passed over, as is the emphasis with which the Arabs a 
founded charge of Israeli ‘aggression’ was rejected time and again in the 
Security Council and the General Assembly. 


Incitement of Refugees. 


This same belligerency is expressed in the current Jordan campaign 
directed towards the refugees and the West Bank residents. 7 

As in the past, so now, the Jordanian Government, whose decision 
on June 5 provoked the journey of refugees from the West to the East 


Bank, are using their plight as an instrument of political warfare. 
Hardly had Israel made its announcement on July 2, 1967, per- 
mitting the refugees of the recent war to return to their homes,when the 
Jordanian Minister of the Interior, Al-Majali, caeaeiay 2 Amman: 
“Eyery refugee should return to help his brothers to continue 
ae Raia activity and remain a thorn in the flesh of the ag- 
gressor until the crisis has been solved” (Reuter dispatch, August 
7, 1967). 
And in an address as reported over Radio Amman on August 15, 
1967, by the Jordanian Premier, Saad Jumah: 
“I take this opportunity of appealing to all brother refugees from 
the dear West Bank who have left their homes and towns to re- 
turn. Their return will frustrate the enemy’s plans and facilitate 
our efforts to achieve a final solution rejoining the two banks, God 
willing.” And again Radio Amman on 28 August, 1967: 
“Your sons are returning to your good soil. Your sons are return- 
ing; they are the pioneers of the nation which has been put to a 
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test. This nation will certainly return. Behold returning brethren; 
Do not worry. Do not fear. Be ready to accept us on the day in 
which we will herald the return of Palestine to King Hussein. We 
will devote ourselves to Palestine when it is alone and isolated so 
that the Hashemite Lion will be able to raise the flag of victory 
together with the leaders of the Arab nations.” 


Despite these and similar incendiary declarations, Israel agreed to 
continue to allow a return of refugees, moved only by humanitarian 
considerations. Working hand-in-hand with the International Red Cross, 
Israel made all preparations for the smooth flow back of the refugee 
traffic only to meet with repeated Jordanian non-cooperation and pro- 
crastination. At the time of this writing, when thousands could have re- 
turned under categories approved by the Israel Government, the refugee 
repatriation is being delayed or prevented. 


Jewish Refugees. 


One dimension of the refugee problem arising out of the recent 
war, is the fate of the Jews still living in Arab countries. While there 
has been intense interest concerning West Bank residents who moved 
without coercion across the Jordan as a result of King Hussein’s attack 
(thousands of whom have retutned and thousands more have been 
authorized to return), there is relative silence about Jewish communities 
in Arab countries, whose members are not free to move. This is true 
particularly of Egypt, Syria and Iraq, where hundreds of Jews are held 
in concentration camps as political hostages. 


An ominous hint of what still awaits these Jews was contained in 
the resolution of the Islamic World Congress held in the Jordanian cap- 
ital of Amman on September 22, 1967. It reads: 


“The Congress is certain that the Jewish communities living in 
Islamic countries do not appreciate the Moslems’ good treatment 
and protection over the centuries. They have encouraged world 
Zionism and the State of Israel to commence aggression against 
the peaceful Arab, usurp their homelands and violate the Islamic 
holy places in Palestine. The Congress declares that the Jews 
residing in Arab countries who contact the Zionist circles or the 
State of Israel do not deserve the protection and care which Islam 
provides for the free non-Moslem subjects living in Islamic coun- 
tries,” 


The resolution goes on to state that “God’s law imposes Jihad (holy 
war) for the sake of God and as a duty of all Moslems.” 


Incitement of West Bank Residents. 


Tf in the past Jordanian strategy conceived of the territory of the 
West Bank as the advanced bridgehead against Israel, it today looks 
upon the West Bank population as the advanced bridgehead for the next 
battle. 
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In the words of the official Jordanian daily Al-Dustur on August 
8, 1967: 


“Our people on the West Bank constitute the only pocket of resist- 
ance against the aggressor forces .. . It is the duty of the Jordanian 
people, the Government and the Arab nation as a whole to support 
the West Bank people in their resistance to all attempts at appease- 
ment. The battle of our brothers in Jerusalem, Nablus, Hebron 


and Gaza is not yet over.” 


Israel’s policy on the West Bank has been guided, from the outset, 
by a determination to ease with minimum delay the human hardship 
caused by the war. It has set in motion a program to restore normal 
civilian life, it has encouraged the continued functioning of the existing 
local authorities; it has permutted the return of West Bank inhabitants 
who fled following the outbreak of hostilities; it has extended maximum 
cooperation to the U.N. refugee agency, the International Red Cross 
and welfare organizations operating in the area; it is making a thorough 
study of schemes designed to help solve the refugee problem; and it is 
striving with success to buttress the economic fabric of the towns and 
countryside. 


In an attempt to frustrate this effort, Jordan has sought to whip 
up opposition among the residents by exhorting them to non-coopera- 
tion and open resistance. As expressed by King Hussein in a Coronation 
Day address on August 10, 1967: 


“My brothers and the people on the West Bank of the Jordan 
have given an example of manliness and honor. They are awaiting 
their nation’s decision and its determination to open the door to 
their salvation and to provide the means of their deliverance from 
their present dangerous condition ... We have only to act and 
resist. This will apply to every citizen in the Western or the East- 
ern part of the country.” 

Day-by-day this theme is purveyed by the Jordanian propaganda 
media, accompanied by appeals for defiant action. School teachers are 
instructed to strike, shopkeepers are exhorted to refrain from trading 
with Israelis, officials are asked to cease all cooperation, and the popu- 
lation as a whole is challenged to pursue a policy of resistance, active 
and passive. 


The general response evoked by these exhortations has been minor. 
Though there have been isolated expressions of resistance, the pre- 
dominant picture of life on the West Bank is one of normalcy and tran- 
quility. This is due in part to the population’s positive reaction to Israel’s 
manifest efforts to improve their standards of living and to the long- 
standing hostility of large sectors of the people to the government of the 
Hussein regime. Indeed, if one studies the record, there was a much 
more militant resistance by the inhabitants of the West Bank to the 
occupation of King Hussein than there has been since that occupation 


came to an end. 
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Israel Seeks a Just Peace. 


For Israel, the 1949 Armistice accord with Jordan was a provisional 
agreement, valid as “a transition to permanent peace”. Had this central 
clause been omitted, Israel would never have signed it. That it was 
corroded beyond repair and never succeeded by a peace treaty was due 
to one factor alone—Jordan’s continued insistence on belligerency. 


It is a traditional principle of international law, that a state o 

. . is f Ww 
i terminated only by a treaty of peace. It is also a universal tradition 

at cease-fire lines are superseded by frontier agreements and securit 
arrangements; that a transition from belligerency to non-belligerency aiid 
peace is effected by negotiation and bilateral agreement. It is Israel’s 
: — to eve effect to this tradition and to these principles in con- 
on ANG international practice and the Charter of the 


Jordan’s response, so far, to Israel’s offer of a negoti 
has been negative. The sole suggestion heard is that Tee Goa 
store the territory it occupied in June, and this without negotiation 
and without condition. In making its demand, Jordan has not offered a 
single guarantee of non-belligerency or recognition. Israel, in other 
ees - erie to haope itself again in the position most favorable for 
e the attem i i 
He WEeace aries at its destruction, through the return of 


It is an unusual demand, indeed, to expect a i 
aggression to retire from positions reached in ame Ser tonpneectey 
a clear and precise definition by its assailants of their peaceful relations 
with it, and agreement on the conditions by which such peaceful rela- 
tions shall in future be regulated. There is no precedent in history for 
such a withdrawal without accompanying guarantees of peace. 


__ Israel has put itself on public record that it is prepared i 
King Hussein or a representative designated by hie at oun ey 
any place. It has declared its deep conviction that the fragile and violated 
armistice lines must be superseded by accepted frontiers and other 
arrangements ensuring against future war. And it has expressed the be- 
rie te his a eer =e rest on contractual arrangements 

egotiated, which shou i ibility of 
ie a ee ney commit and engage the responsibility of 


In negotiations with Jordan, as with other Arab States, th 
Government has emphasized that it will make viable and ee: 
posals compatible with the national honor and legitimate interests of all 
the parties concerned. Dwelling on this point, Israel’s Foreign Minister 
Mr. Abba Eban, in an address to the U.N. General Assembly on Octo- 
ber 3, 1967, outlined the possible subjects of a peace agenda which, if 
acted upon, could lead to a durable solution of the problems outstanding. 


. He said: “An agenda for a peace negotiation would include, first, 
political and juridical questions. Here the first priority is to establish 
peace treaties instead of cease-fire or armistice agreements. 
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“Second, security and territorial questions. Here the need is to 
establish permanent frontiers of peace and security instead of vulner- 
able, fragile and unstable demarcation lines which left all claims, rights 
and positions open and unresolved There is also room for security ar- es 
rangements, which should be designed to avoid confrontation. The terri- 
torial and security agreements in the peace treaties would determine the 
location of armed forces. ap 


“Third, the population problems. It is only by regional effort and | 
international co-operation that the problems of displaced populations | 
created by the wars and perpetuated by two decades of Arab belligerency 
can be resolved. 


“Fourth, economic questions. I am convinced that in conditions of | 
peace an intense measure of economic co-operation and integration 
could be envisaged and a co-ordinated approach made to the develop- 
ment of resources which exist in more than one State. 


! “Fifth, communication problems. Instead of a region divided and 
choked by boycott and ostracism, the Middle East could become an 
| open region with a commerce of goods and ideas flowing freely across 
its expanses. 


, “Sixth, cultural and scientific co-operation. Instead of hatred, the 
| schools, the universities and the scientific centres of the Middle East 
should revive the iniellectual traditions of Arab-Jewish co-operation 
which have illuminated the previous epochs of Mediterranean history. 


4 “Apart from these specific Arab-Israel issues, there are unfinished 
tasks to be accomplished in relation to the status of the Holy Places, in 4 

which the world community as a whole has legitimate concerns. More- 4 
o over, there are development needs and problems in the Middle East 
which, in conditions of peace, could be the subject of a concerted 
approach in association with international agencies. 


“These are some of the horizons to which statesmanship should be id 
addressing itself in the Middle East to create a new structure of relations i] 
inspired by a new spirit of regional responsibility. This is our task. It is 
a more worthy, although a more challenging, task than the mere ex- 
change of accusations. Let the neighboring Governments address them- 
selves to these horizons, to this agenda of peace, and they will receive 
Israel’s sincere and reciprocal response. The old era is vanished; a new 
one is struggling to be born.” 
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